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Mn. ILLINGOOTH: Any amendment to
the Address-in-Reply is a, motion of want
of confidence.

Tus PREMIER: I am not afraid of that.
Ma. LEAiKE: I do not wish to be de-

prived of my right to speak on this
amendment. If I move the adjournment
of the debate, what I have said will not
be tauken, I presume, as a speech before
the House.

Tns SPEAKER.:-The member for Albany
has not actually moved -the amendment,
but has only intimated his intention of
doing so.

MR. LHA.KR: I ask for your rifling,
Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEARER: Do you want to move
the adjournment of the debate?

MR. LEAXE: Yes.
Tm SPEAKER: If YOU Move the Ad-

journment of the debate, and do not say
any more, it will not deprive you of the
right to speak.

On the motion of Mn.LEASE, the debate
was then aourned till the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.
On the motion of the PNumn, the

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m. tilt the fol-
lowing afternoon.

~~eus~atbt trjucil
Wednesday, .Junc 22nd, 1898.

Papers presented-Chairman of Committees ap-
pointed--Sessional Orders: Standing Corn-
mittees appointed; Sitting Day. and
Honurs--Leave of Ahsence--Jur-r Deten-
tion Bill; first reading-wRivers Pollution
Bill; first reading-Prevention of Crime
Bill1; first reading-Lodgers' Goods Protec-
tion Bill ; first reading-Motion: Petition
of Right-Motion:- Perth Corporation L.oan
-'Motion: Address-in.Repily; Hon. R. S.
Haynes's Amendment; third day of debate
-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
t.30 o'clock, p.m.

PR~AYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRTRY:I Proclama-

tion preserving all birds on the Abrolbos
Islands; Roads Boards and Commonage
Boards, by-laws made by; Scab Act, 1891,
regulations under; Stock Diseases Act,
1895, regulations under; Pearisheall
Fishery Act, regulations -under; Fishery
Act, 1889, regulations under; Destructive
Insects and Substances Act, 1880, regu-
lations under; Fertilisers and Feeding
Stuffs Act, 1895, regulations under;
Homesteads Act, 1893, regulations under;
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, 1896,
regulations under; Homesteads Act,
regulations. re residential lots on gold-
fields;,- Free Areas on Goldfields, reeula-
tions; Timber Licenses, regulations; Re-
moval of Sand, etc., from Garden Island,
regulations.

Oribwwd to lie On the table.
Hox. R. S. HAYNES: Would the Col-

onial Secretary infonn me if the paners
dealing 'with the registration of firms have
been laid on the tablet

Tim COLONIAL SECRETA-RY: I
know nothing of them.

CHAIRMAN OF COMNEIflEES.
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, Sir George, Shentom. was appointed
to perform the duties of Chairman of
Committees during the session.

SE9SSIONAL ORDERR.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

On motions by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TART, the following committees for the
Session were appointed:

HousuE COMITTEEa. -The President,
Hlon. F. T. Crowder, Hon. R. S. Haynes,
and Hon. G. Randell;- with power to act
during the recess, and to confer with any

sImia Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly.

LIBRARY CominssE-The President,
Hon. J. W. Hackett, Hon. H. Briggs, Hion.
W, T. Loton, and Hon. G. Randell; with
leave to sit. during any adjournment twi
duriag the recess, and authority to act
jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Assembly.

STANDING OSIDEBV4 OOMTMTEELThc
President, lion. 3. W. Hackett, Hon. A.
B. Kidson, and Hon. G. lRandell : with
leave to sit during any adjournment, and
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authority to confer on matters of mutual
concernment with any Committee ap-
pointed for similar purposes by the Legis-
lative Assembly.

PRLNTSNG Cosurrmn-The President,
Ron. F. T. Crowder, and Hon. G. Randell.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SEcnn-
TART, it was ordered that, unless otherwise
ordered, the House do meet for the de-
spatch of business on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays at 4.30 p.m., and
shall sit until 6.30 p.m. if necessary, and,
if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SnCRE-
TI.RY, leave of absence for onenmonth was
granted to the Hon. A. P. Matheson, on
account of urgent private business and
illness.

JURY DETENTION BILL.

Introduced by the HON. R. S. HAYNES.

FIRST READING.

Ho,;. Rt. S. HAYNES: I understand
that a Bill is being broughlt forward in
another place to amend and consolidate
the Jury Act, This will in no way in-
terfere with the Bill I am introducin.
A similar Bill to this was introduced into
the House of Commons in England, and
adopted there. I think that is a. suffi-
cient precedent to follow here. In all
cases of misdemeanour in this colony, the
jury can go home before delivering their
verdict, but in cases of felony they hnave
to be locked up. There is no vital dis-
tinction between the two offences. This
Bill has been approved of by the judges
in the Supreme Court, who are anxious
that it should be introduced into this
colony. The Crown Prosecutor cannot
safely commence a case of felony in the
Supreme Court here after 2 or .3 o'clock
in the day, because, if the case wore not
finished, the jury would have to be locked
up all night. For this, and other reasons,
I have thoughlt it advisable to introduce
this Bill. I move the first reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a first time.

RIVERS POLLUTION BILL.

Introduced by Hox. F. IM. STONE, and
read a first time.

PREVENTION OF CRIMlE BILL.
Introduced by the HON. F. M. STONE,

and read a first time.

LODGERS' GOODS PROTECTION BILL.

Introduced by the HON. F. M. STONE,
and read a first time.

MlOTION-PETITIONS OF RIGHT.

HON. R. S. HAYNES moved:
That the correspondence between the Govern-

ment and the Right Ron. the Secretary of
State, in reference to the refusal of Petitions of
Right presented to the Government, be laid
upon the table of the House.
He said that during last session a similar
motion was before the House, and Mr.
Wittenooum, who was then Minister of
Mines, stated that the Government had
no objection to lay this correspondence
before the Rouse. From time to time,
however, Mr. Wittentom said he was
unable to produce the papers, as some
of them had to he looked up. One excuse
after another was made, and the papers
were not laid on the table. It was ne-
cessary that the House should be in pos-
session of the papers, and he hoped the
motion would be carried into effect.

Put aind passed.

PERTH CORPORATION LOAN.
RON. F. T. CROWDER moved:
That all correspondence and papers ,I~at 1;y',

passed between the Government and the Perth
Corporation and the Premier and the A. ting
Premier, with regard to the loan of £020,000 to
the Corporation, be forthwith laid on the
of the Council.

Put nd passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed on the Address-in-
Reply, and on an amendment moved by
the Hon. R?. S. Haynes to add the fol-
lowing paragraph to the Address:-

We, however, desire to express our disap-
proval of the proposal for re-approuriation con-
tained in paragraph 26 of your Excellency's
Speech. This course is in our opinion one
whbich should not be followed, as it practically
commits the coloay to an expenditure without
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previously having made due provision for pay-
ment, and we feel that it would be unwise at
the present time, directly or indirectly, to in-
crease the indebtedness of the colony by raising
further loans or doing anything that would
necessitate so doing until we have at least ex-
hausted the present loan authorisation.

RoN. C. E. DEMPSTER (East Pro-
vince): Though I quite concur with the
important proposition made by the Boa.
R. S. Haynes, I am not prepared to say
I go with him to the extreme extent, in-
asinuch as I do not think it would b~e de-
sirable that all public works should he
stopped. But, in principle, I quite agree
with him that it would be extremely un-
wise on the part of the Government to
retain sufficient out of approved loans
for the continuance of other works. I
shall not say any-thing further im tis
subject until later. Other hon. mem-
bers have expressed their opinions on the
principle of the whole Speech, and I
shall commence my remuarks with
paragraph 3. The colonay has reason
to congratulate itself on the post-
ponement of federation. That is
the general impression every hon.
nmember must have formed alrter
c2arefully reading the speeches which
have been made in various parts
of the colony by our representatives, and
also the many able letters written on
the subject in the newspapers. We can
only arrive at the one conlusion-a con-
clusion I arrived at when the matter was
first introduced into this House-that
the colony would have all to lose and
nothing to gain by federation. I am
therefore pleased that we will not aspire
to federation for a considerable length
of time to come, at all events. There
has been some delay in the construction
of the Royal Mint, and I would like to
know if hon. members know the reason.
It occurs to me that in consequence of
the plans not having been properly
drawn alterations had to be made which
considerably affected. the cost of the
building, and also the time taken to
complete it. I would like to, know whe-
ther a building of that important nature
should be commenced and almost com-
pleted before such mistakes are found
out. Why was not a competent man
selected, who thoroughly understood
what was required in a building of this
kind I There are many mistakes like

this made, and it is only right for this
House to draw attention to such matters
publicly in order to avoid a recurrence
in future. As to the Coolgardie water
scheme, many of us tremble at the pro-
bable result. It is an enortmous under-
taking, and may prove a burden to the
colony longer than many of us may live.
We would like to see it carried out as
cheaply and as effectively as possible.
I have very little confidence in the
Government carrying out works of this
kind in the cheapest way possible.
Government works take a long time to
construct, and, with the many mistakes
made, prove far more costly than those
carried out by cont-ract.

Hozi. R. G-. Buacus: What about the
Midland Railway?

Roy. C. E. 9)EMPSTER: That was a
bungling affair from the beginning to
the end. The offers already made for
the carrying out of the water scheme by
persons other than the Government
ought to be carefully considered before
being rejected. Paragraph 12 is in the
main satisfactory. A railway has been
made to the Collie coalfields, and it is of
the utmost importance that the pro-
prietors of the leases there should be
called on to work their ground without
any further consideration. I see by
a clause further on that a proposal is
made for some further consideration lbe-
ing extended to these proprietors. But
now the railway is constructed to the
mines no further consideration ought to
he aked for. The value of the coal
produced from those mines ought to be
sufficient to induce the owners to work
them and make them pay. I should
have liked to see the colony in a, position
to construct a line from Pinjarrah to
Marradong. It would open up an im-
mense extent of country, with valuable
timijer, and would further embrace the
Williams River district, which has hither-
to been. neglected, and ought to receive
more attention. A very large amount
has been expended in the construction
of public buildings throughout the
colony, but I take it for granted these
are buildings of importance and will be
of great value in the districts in which
they are. I would like also to make a
few remarks in regard to clause 8, deal-
ing with the boring at Coog-ardie. Many
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people are dissatisfied with the result of
the bore put down there. When granite
was struck the bore should have been
discontinued, and another site selected.
I do not knowv much about the subject,
but it occurs to me that the Great
Boulder, where there is deep sinking,
would have been a very desirable site to
ascertain whether artesian water could be
obtained. We know from the formation
of the country there that unlimited
depths could be attained, and it would
then have been ascertained for certain
whether fresh water was there. As to
the stock route to Roebourne, hon.
members will agree with me that very
little has been done to foster the pas-
toral interests in that district. [RON.
B. G. BIJRGES: Nothing at all.] This
colony depends on the northern districts
for the supply of meat, but nothing has
been done for the settlers there. These
settlers pay their rents annually, and
have bad to hold on to their stations
under great difficulties, experiencing
drought after drought enough to break
their hearts. Yet nothing has been done
for them or for other settlers who have
made their homes in remote parts of the
colony. The Government are very
blaineable in that respect. A great deal
more ought to be done for the pastoral
interests than has hitherto been done.
Now after this paltry route has been
made I am afraid it will be a long time
before ainy benefit from it will be de-
rived.

HON. R. G. Buuoxs: It took three
years making.

Hoy. C. E. DEMPSTER: I hope that
settlers will find that route answer their
purpose and be enabled to bring their
stock into market, but I would like to see
a great deal more done. Considerable
attention has been given to the ports of
the colony, but very little interest hase
been displayed in opening out Esperance
Bay The Government have displayed a
great indifference in regard to Esperance;
notwithstanding that there is one of the
finest natural harbours this colony pos-
sesses. I hope in the future Esperance
will receive more consideration. And I
will remark further on as to what I con-
wider should be done for Esperance Bay.
Our harbour works are progressing
stisfactorily, as every one will admit

even almost beyond what we anticipated
But we have yet to know whether the
cost of these works will exceed what was
estiniated in the first instance.

HON. R. S. HLAYYES: So far it has not.
RON. C. E. DEMP'STER: Then the

colony has reason to congratulate itself
on the value and importance of the work
done.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: And it is not
by contract either.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: As to the
great work at Bunbury I know nothing;
bit I see from an article in the news-
papers that the breakwater received a
seiere, shaking during the last storm. I
hope it will take little to make the work
stand firm in the future. We have reason
to be pleased and ratified at the con-
struction of an immense length of tele-
graph line. The timber industry: Ilam sure,
will engage the attention of everyone.
We are pleased to see that industry has
advanced, and I hope it will continue to

dso. Our exports are largely increas-
ing, -and the respectable figures showing
the gold returns are very gratifying. We
all feel an interest in the question of the
provision of public batteries on the gold-
fields, inasmuch as these will enable
miners, who have insufficient capital, to
get their stone crushed to advantage. I
hope the batteries will be so worked as
to be a benefit to the leaseholders and
to the colony generally. I have already
referred to the completion of the railway
to the Collie coalfield%, and pointed out
that it is proposed to, offer further en-
couragement to the working of these coal
deposits. I cannot see what further en-
couragement there should be than a rail-
wvay made to the mines. If the coal
mines are not working now in such a way
as to keep the railway occupied and sup-
ply the requirements of the colony, then
thes development of the Collie coan~fields
ought to be condemned, and the owners
too. The agricultural prospects are said
to be very encouraging. Though we have
a large amount of good hay in our
districts, there is very great difficulty in
selling it and getting the cash for it. We
may sell, but very often we
do not get the cash. That shows there is
a dearth of money in the colony aind that
buyers are not prepared to take large
quantities We, however, look forward
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next year to being able to produce not
only enough hay, but also sufficient
wheat for the requirements of the colony.
I think this will be borne out by the re-
sults of next year's crops, if the season
turns out as good as it now promises to
be. There are very few people who wvill
not admit that the Land Purchase Act
has done a considerable amount of good,
and will lead to the cultivation of a, large
amount of land that might otherwise
have remained idle for a great number of
years. Several blocks to my knowledge
have been selected, and will, I have no)
doubt, be soon brought under cultivation.
I hope that those gentlemen who have em-
barked in the enterprise will be success-
ful. The question of the cattle tick at
Kimberley interests us all. At the pre-
sent time there are enormous numbers
of cattle kept in the Northern Districts,
and to exclude them from this market,
when it is so very bare and meat is so
high, seems to me to be both unfair to
the consumer and to the owners of stock.
The danger to be incurred by the intro-
duction of stock from that district does
not seem to me to be very great. I con-
sider that the course taken by the Gov-
ernment is unfair to the proprietors of
those large stations at East Kimberley,
and I think that some provision should
be made to render it safe to land the
cattle here with a view of giving the con-
sumers an opportunity of getting their
meat a little cheaper than they do. Unless
something of this kind is done, there will
be an agitation got up against the high
price of meat. The next paragraph in
His Excellency's Speech deals with the
Report of the Metropolitan Waterworks
Board. It appears to me that a very
great expenditure is being incurred for
the benefit of the city. The people of
Perth have already got one site from
which they can obtain water in almost
any quantity, and yet we find that they
are calling out for more water works.
Paragraph 23 deals with the tariff. I
think it would be wise to leave the tariff
alone. Clause 25 deals with the proposed
railways for the goldfields. Alter all
that has been done for the goldfields, I
cannot see the advisability of incurring
further expense for the construction of
the lines proposed. The programme of
railwaor construction contained in the

Speech will cost the colony an enormous
amount of money. I think that the people
on the fields should be satisfied with the
money already spent in their behalf in
the conservation of water and in the con-
struction of railways. It is all very well
for those people in the colony to advocate
expenditure of this sort who can clear
out in a few minutes; but those who are
nailed to the soil, who cannot get away,
whose all is in the colony, would be
seriously affected by such an expenditure,
and they are the people who should be
considered in these matters. With all re-
spet I quite concur with the amendment
proposed by the Hon. R. S. Haynes. I
do not think that the principle is right
that, in order to obtain sufficient means
to carry out those proposed additional
railways and public works, moneys should
be taken from loans which have been ob-
tained for other purposes. It only means
the floating of another. big loan to pay
for authorised works when they are
required. Considering our position, with
a decreasing revenue and not an in-
creasing population, we are not justified in
incurring this fresh expenditure. We
were told not long since that Perth was to
be affected by fever, but it has been ex-
tremely healthy during the hot season,
and there is very little proof to show that
deep sewerage is more necessary now than
before. Very much money has been
wasted already, and, unless we are care-
ful, very much more will be wasted. I
thank hon. members for giving me a kind
hearing, and I hope our proceedings in
the Council will be as well conducted in
the future as they have been hitherto.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE (North-East) : It
is the duty of evr hon meber to give
his opinion of Hi xcellency's Speech. it
is regretable that this House, which
should occupy the position of checking
hasty legislation, should be called upon
to pass a resolution condemning a pro-
gramme of public works of which we have
never beard the why and wvherefore.

HON. R. S. HAYNs: And never will.
Hox. C. A. PIESSE: It is asking us

to tie our hands in a way that may prove
very objectionable afterwards. I think
it would be wise on the part of hon. mem-
bers to pause before they support the
amendment which has been moved by
the hon. member on my right. In deal-
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ing with the Address-in-Reply, I would
like first to take, this opportunity, of
congratulating the new member-the re-
presentative Of our goldfields--who so
ably moved the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply. One of the points which moat
impressed me in his speech was the way
in which he alluded to the friendly feel-
ing between the people on the fields and
the farming community.

A MEMBER: What, about federation?
Hox. C. A- PIESSE: It would be

unwise on our part to join in federation
at present. It seems to me that the
time is not ripe;- in fact, I am sure it
is not ripe for us to take part as yet in
that mnovement. When we do, so, we
should be ready to. walk boldly in, hacked
up by the fact that we had a population
equal at least to that possessed by South~
-Australia., and by the knowledge that 'we
could produce more than we required for
our own consumption, and that our in-
dustries were ready to compete success-
fully with those of the other colonies.
Then we shall be ready to enter federa-
tion, but till that timie comes I shall he
inclined to vote against it. With re-
gard to the statements made that we
shall not have such good terms offered
us at a future day, I maintain that the
other colonies will always he glad to
receive us, and that our geographical
position alone assures, us of a, cordial
reception at their hands. Our geo-
graphical position, indeed, will be one of
the greatest levers in our favour. They
will admit us , I think, on conditions even
more favourable than those on which
they are prepared to admit us at the pre-
sent moment, The other colonies9
deserve our thanks for the consideration
they have given us, and for the very
liberal termsg which we ha-ve been able
to obtain. But if we joined the move-
ment at the present moment, we should
he like an iwcat jewel, and we should
not have an opportunity of showing our
worth. We are under an obligation-

BON. J. W. HAcxLErr: What is it?
M.N. R. S. RIAYxEs: He is not in the

witness-box.
fox. C. A. PIESSE: We are under

ain obligation to ourselves to develop our
resources before we throw in our lot with
the other colonies. With regard to
paragraph 6, 1 was very pleased to hear

the hon. gentleman who has just sat down
mention the Pin jarrah to Marradong
railway. I think the time is ripe when
this railway should be constructed, and
I am very sorry indeed that provision
has not been made in His Excellency's
Speech for its commencement. I think
the Hon. E. Mtarty ao drew attention
to this matter. I think it is due to the
people there that this line should be
constructed, and I hope that in a future
session a Bill will be brought in author-
ising its construction. With regard to
the contemplated Bridgatown Railway,
I. am very sorry to find that provision
has not been made for taking a prelimin-
ary survey with the object of ascertaining
what it would cost to construct the line.
I recognise that there is great wealth in
that part of the country; it is a. second
Tasmania; it will grow fruits equal
to Tasmaiiia; and the timber re-
so'urces of that locality are
enough in themselves to justify the
construction of a line, so that I think the
time is ripe for placing money on the
Estimates for making a. survey for that
purpose. With regard to paragraph 7,
I niust confess my surpiise at the action
of some hon. members in complaining of
the expenditure for stone buildings in con-
nection with the railways. They first
allowed them to be built in their own
constituencies and then comne here and
complain that the buildings are too good
for the place. I challenge these hon.
members to go to those localities in their
own constituencies ad condemn -he
buildings before their constituents.

Hoy. A. B. KinsoN: I would.
fox. C. A- PIES SE: If you condemned

them during election time you would not
be returned. Before taking the step they
did, these hon. mem bers should h ave, asked
their constituents whether they objected
to having something substantial erected
instead of a, ramshackle of a, building. I
think it is mean, to say the least of it,
after allowing these buildings to be put
up, to come here and complain that they
are too good. So long as the buildings
are of a serviceable nature I contend that
they cannot be too good for the place.

A MfEMBiER: If we can afford it.
fox. C. A. PIESSE: The difference in

cost between erecting a building of stone
and of wood is sometimes very small wvhen
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the material is to be obtained on the spot.
I have not taken much note of the stations
off the main line, but comparisons, have
been made, and it has been suggested that
they are far in advance of those in the
other colonies. If so I think it is to our
credit; it shows that we believe in our
country, and that the buildings have been
put up in a "come to stay" kind of way.
Hon. members first authorised the con-
struction of these buildings, and then
they come here and say 'took at these
buildings, how expensive they are!"

How. R. S. HAYNES: We did not
authorise them.

How. A. B. ] lwsoN: We never saw
the plans.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: Only yesterday I
received a petition asking that a covering
of some sort should be put up for the
protection of goods belonging to the peti-
tioners, if it were only of galvanised iron.

HON. R. S. HANS: That is just the
point.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: What I complain
of is that bon. members first allow these
buildings to he constructed in their elec-
torates, and then come here and complain
of the expense. One hon. member com-
plained that the stone buildings in Cool-
gardie were fit for a city; well, are not
they in a city?

How. R. S. HAYNnS: No.
HoN. C. A. PIESSE : I maintain that

Coolgardie is one of the most promising
cities in Western Australia.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: You don't know
what a city is. A city is a place where
the bishop lives.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: With regard to
paragraph 8 which deals with the ques-
tion of water supply, I am sorry the Gov-
ernment have not been able to report
some successful boring operations. Labt
year, our district suffered somewhat
severely, and I think it is time that some-
thing should be done in that direction.
From paragraph 15 1 learn that the yield
of gold is very satisfactory. The last
part of the paragraph states that "My
Ministers desire to do all in their power
to encourage permanent works and in-
dustries, and by that means to build .ip
a self-supporting country." It struck me
that it was somewhat peculiar that this
sentence should be attached to this
clause, but it is such a good expression of

intention that I may say at once that I
approve of it. With regard to the public
batteries on the goldfields, I would like
to see these eanried out on the subsidy
system, under which the Government pay
pound for pound, according to the amount
contributed by the people.

How. R. S. HAYNEss: Whom would the
battery belong to?

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: To the people.
With regard to paragraph 18, 1 ain glad
to learn that the agricultural prospects
are encouraging. In spite of what the
Hon. C. E. Dempster said, I maintain that
there is more cha~ff now than is required,
and next year I hope we shall be able to
say that there is more wheat than is re-

Iquired. I an positive that time is near
at hand. Thousands of acres more land
have been brought under cultivation this
year, and, in view of the fact that more
chaff has been produced this year thanf
i9 required, I think that we may safely
predict that more wheat than is required
will be produced next year, and, although
it will entail a loss in price to us, it is
what we have been looking forward to and
what we have said all along was bound to
come. I hope the Council will support
paragraph 23, in which the Government
propose to amend the tariff, as it involves
the orinciple of self-preservation. In
this paragraph the Government propoin
to ask us to consider the question of givin~g
the preference to goods manufactured in
the mother country over those mannufac-
tured by foreign countries. With this I
concur. In the course of his remarks
yesterday, the Hon. ff. G. Pamrsons said
that the Commissioner of Lands did it
understand the requirements of the gold-
fields, but I maintain that that hon. gen
tleman knows very well the surroundings
oi the goldfields. Ile knows that people
had houses on wheels on the fields, and
made these improvements of such value
that an ordinary buyer could not get
them. I maintain that the, Commissioner
a-t Lands knows all these little tricks, and
is determined to prevent a. repetition of
them. We can safely leave the matter
in his hands. With regard to Clause 25,
I shall support the Government if it can
be shown that these railways, which it is
proposed to construct, are wanted. Can
any hon. member show me the railway
that is not self-supporting?
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fox. R. G. BuEtcs: What about Cue?
Ox. C. A. PLESSE: The railway is in

the hands of the contractors, and you have
no right to condemn. it till you have seen
how it works. I do not understand hon.
members condemning the construction of
the lines proposed by the Government,
when they have no information before
them to show whether those lines are
required or whether they will pay. If it
can be shown that they are required and
that they will pay, it is our duty to sup-
port them, and not to condemn thorn
without hearing the reasons for their con-
struction. With regard to the proposed
Norsenman Railway, I shall1 not bind
myself to. support that, since I have
always advocated a railway from Esper-
ance to Norsenman; and it seems to me
that Esperanee is the natural outlet for
that district. At the same time, there
are many points which ha-ve to be con-
sidered in, regard to this matter. We
find that. the Norseman, people are satis-
fied, and that, at any rate, is a% great
point. If the Norseman people, say they
are satisfied to have the railway from
Coolgardie, it will leave, Esperance as it
i8. I shall reserve my final opinion until
the question is actually before us. At the
same time, I can see that if the railway
is nuide from Coolgardie we shall have
heard the last of it so far as Esperanee
is concerned. The then existing rights of
Coolgu rdie will be so great that the people
there will not be willing to hand over
their rights to any new men who choose
to settle in Esperance and serve the gold-
fields directly. The moment Norseman
gets a railway from Coolgardie, the sup-
port of the goldfield will be withdrawn
from an Esperance railway. Esperance
deserves a certain amnount of considera-
tion, and it is for that reason it would be
wise to hold our final decision until we
hear the why and wherefore of the whole
matter. I am opposed to, the amendment.
It is another way of saying there shall be
no railways, and to such a policy I am
opposed. It is not the duty of the House
to condemn the Government in this matter
unheard, and to pass the amendmnent
would be to do that. We have not yet
heard one word as to the reason for the
construction of these railways. Experi-
ence shows that railways to thie goldfields
have always paid. Mr. lBurges asked just

now, "What about Cue?" That line has
not been proved; in fact, it is net out of
the contractors' hands. I defy the hon.
member to point to any goldield line that
has not paid. In the face of the influence
such railways have on producers, and on
the community generally, this House has
no right to pass such an amendment.

HON. 1R. S. H-ALYNEs: Why not?
RON. C. A. PIESSE: It would prevent

people having railway facilities to which
they, are entitled.

fox. F. T. CROWDER: Do you call
Ciause 26 good financingI

HON. C. A. PIESSE: If I had two
banking accounts, with one exhausted, I
should use one for the purposes of the
other, instead of borrowing afresh. I
would not let the second banking account
lie idle.

HoN. R. S. HAYNXSr: If both accounts
were overdrawn what would you do?

Hos. A. G. JqNms: Open a third.
fow. C. A. PLESSE: Those in oppo&i

tion to the proposals of the Government
are always lacking in that they do not
suggrest anything else.

HON. R. S. HAYNES : Yes, we do.
HON. C. A. PIESSE: Come forward

with some suggestion, then, if you can.
HON. R. S. HAYNES: Cease borrowing.
Hayv. C. A. PIE SSE: Cease borrowing 1

That is a policy of standing still, as I told
you yesterday.

foxz. R. S. 11AmEs: It is a policy of
move on.

ON. C. A. PIESSE: Facilities for
quick transit are required, and unless the
Government carry out their polioy I do
not see how those facilities are to be ob.-
tained. I was very glad to hear Mr. R.
S. Haynes say he was in favour of some
protection for farmers. Nothing in the
world is so highly protected a's his own
profession. I do not say one word against
the legal profession, except that if it stood
in the same position as the farmer, and
anyone could enter the calling, members
of that profession would have to face a
great deal more competition than they
do now;- and competition means the
cutting down of prices.

RoN. R. S. HAYNES: You would bo the
leader of the Bar.

HON. D3. K. CONGDON (West): I do
not intend to say many words conoerning
the Speech. The only objection I have
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to it is its lengthy character. Further than
that 1 have no objection, and I congratu-
late Mr. Jenkins on the wanly, out-spoken
manner in which he proposed the Address-
in-Reply. I am sure that Mr. Jenkins,
like many others in this Council, must
feel that the Government were perfectly
justified in inserting a clause in which at-
tention is drawn to the vast amount of
Public works carried out by the Govern-
ment during the past year. These are.
matters of history. The various depart-
ments are accused of spending large sums
of money, especially the Works Depart-
went. But'these vast works could not
bave been carried out without expending
large sums of money. I jump right
through the Speech until I come to pain.

graph 26. That paragraph I refer to
simply to say that it is my intention noi
to vote for the amendment of Mr. R. S.
Haynes.

HoN. R. S. HATnEs: WhyI
HoN. fl. K. CONGDON: In the first

place, I do not know that we have any
right to deal with this matter now.

HoN. R. S. HAYNEs: WhyI
Ho.N. D). K. CONt-DON : Wait a

moment, Air. Haynes, please. I do not
think we haive any right to deal with this
matter until we know the reason which
has induced the Government to place the
proposal before Parliament. In this
House each member is only intended to
give an opinion on the various transao-
tions as they pass before his mind. It is
not right that we should commit ourselves
to take a distinct action such as the
amendment would entail.

HoN. R. S. HANqEs: You want to sit
on a rail.

HON. R. G. BuuOs: The amendment
is an expression of opinion; that's all.

HON. lD. K. CONGDON: It is an ex-
pression of opinion that is very much em-
phasized. I hope hon. members will not
be guided by this additional expression
of opinon Proposed by Mr. R. S.
Haynes, So far, I am quite prepared to
vote against it.

HoN. R. S. HAmNs: Why?
How. D. K. COGDON: Because it is

improper that it should be there.
HoN. R. G. BURGES (East): I am not

prepared at present to address the House
on the amendment proposed by Air.
Haynes. I congratulate the Hon. Mr.

Randell on the position he now occupies
as leader for the Government in this
House. I hope we may be able to foll'ym
him in all measures he may bring before
the House-at any rate, in all measures
which we consider we are justified in sup-
porting. I mean to take an independut
course, which is a course I think all hon.
members ought to take. If the Govern-
ment bring forward any measures which
hon. mnembers consider are not ior the
benefit of the country, we ought to nmake
a stand against them, and express our
opinion. That is all the good this House
can do. We know that if we are not
guided by public opinion the Government
may go to the country, an action irhiolih
might result to this House as some time
ago resulted to the Legislative Council in
New South Wales, where, of course, the
Council had to give way. Thislsouse has
the power of expressing an opinion, and
that power should be wisely exercised. I
congratulate the House on the fluent way
in which the Hon. Mx. Jenkins moved the
Address-in-Reply. That gentleman de-
scribed himself as a junior mem-
ber of this House. He is an able
lawyer--one of many in the Legis-
lature-who ought to have great ex-
perience in all business matters. He, as
a young member, should have looked into
such an important matter as federation.

HoN. C. A. JuNKiNs: So I did.
HoN. H. 0. ]3UHGES: I hardly think

the hon. member could have done so. Any
man who takes the trouble to put half a
dozen figures together can see that feder-
ation, although there is a special clause
giving this colony five years to remove its
duties, would mean the utter collapse of
Western Australia, The hon. member
spoke of this subject in a sentimental way,
a way which I ama sorry to say the Premier
has also taken up. I would like to ask
the hon. member how he thinks this
colony would be able to carry on its Gov-
ernment without the duties? How could
railways and other great public works be
constructed when, under federation, the
greater part of the revenue would be taken
away altogether?

How. F. T. CROWDER: Trust to provi-
dence.

HoN. H. G. BURGES: Itis all very voll
to do that. But we are a small population
with a great territory. Our goldfieldAs aie
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not yet developed, and, as I have said,
federation would mean the utter collapse
of all our public works. I congratulate
the country on the fact that the question
of federation is settled for the present.
There will have to he another Bill before
the question comes before the people
again. The present Act is dead alto-
gether. It will be alongrtime before this
colony can ever enter into such a costly
schemne as is involved in federation.
Dealing with the more important matters
to the country in genera], paragraph
9 of His Excellency's Speech deals with the
matter of the stock route to Roebourne.
Many people have a mistaken idea that
this is a matter of importance only to
pastoralists. But what are the Govern-
ment doing for the pastoral interests IThe
late Commissioner of Crown Lands pre-
pared a bill dealing with pastoral matters
some two years ago, and the present Corn
missioner is going to introduice a similax
measure. This matter has been lying
dead for two years, and yet the Govern-
ment, in the Speech given to us, go on
to show the wonderful work they have
done for pastoralists. The Government
have opened out a stock route to Roe-
bourne "to a distance of 400 miles
north of Mullewa. and wells have
been constructed and equipped along
thist portion of the route ; and
from tloehourne to Broomne the
water supply works have been main-
tained and improved," etc. That
is what the Government have done
for the pastoral interests during the
three years. And what have they done
for the goldfields industryl They have
constructed miles of railway. Can that
be said to be pushing forward the pas-
toral industry? I decidedly say, no.
Somebody ought to bring under the
notice of the Government the fact that
the interests of the pastoral industry are
something more than a passing matter,
and ought to be taken more into con-
sideration. In 1896 the colony imported
£99,000 worth of sheep and cattle, not
taking into account preserved meat and
Qo forth. In the same year £200,000
worth of cereals, flour, etc.., was im-
ported, and there was an increase in
the importation last year. It has been
said by several members, and is also
well known throughout the country, that

agricultural production will soon over-
take the wants of our own people. There
is a great outcry about the cost of living,
and particularly about the prico of meat.
On this subject the Government have all
the information before them. A Parlia-
mientary committee met two years ago,
and got valuable information from soe
of the men connected with the northern
areas. It was then stated that there
were large areas in the Kimberley Dis-
trict, that c6ulcl be stocked if there was
a water supply. It has been mentioned
in other places that the northern portions
of the, colony were of great assistance
to the southern part a. few years ago,
before we had the goldfields. But 't
now seems as if the Government had
altogether forgrotten the northern dis-
tricts. The Minister of Lands is push-
ing the agr~icultural industry forward all1
he can; but what is he doing for the
NorthI No one has yet arisen to
push the pastoral interests of the
country ahead, and it would seem that the
man to do that is yet unborn. Only the
interests of one part of the country are
looked to, and it yet remains for some
one to, open up the vast resources we have
in the North, where there are millions of
acres of good country which only require
testing with a bore. Why has not this
pan. Of the country been tested as other
parts of the country have been-on. the
goldfields for example? It is the duty
of the Ministry in prosperous times, when
they have the money in hand, to look
after the interests of the whole country.
Bt the Government do what they like
wish the money.

Hoi. F. T. Cnownsn - There i1 no doubt
they do.

Hw. R. G. BURGES: It is not right
that only one industry should be en-
couraged and others. excluded. Hon.
members may think that I am speaking
for my own benefit. But I can assure
them that I have no interest in the nor-
thern country at all. People in the
Eastern and Southern Districtsand parts
of the northern districts have spent
money improving their places and con-
serving water, but now they cannot get
store stock to, fatten. The Government
are principally to blame for this. If the
northern country was opened out and
dec1I bores put down and proved water,
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settlers in the southern portion of the
colony would be able to get store stock to
fatten at a profit, and the high prices
would cease. I trust that before next
year something more will be done, and
that a Crown Lands Bill, of which I have
heard nothing of late, will tend to develop
that vast area, of country which is now
lying idle for want of water. The great
harbour works at Fremantle are going on
satisfactorily, and, I believe, under the
estimated cost. Hon. members, when
the OoolgaRrdie water scheme was before
the House, asked for a select committee
on the scheme, but nowv these very memn-
hurs are changing their minds.

HON. R. S. HAYNE4: Your own col-
league, the Hon. Mr. Taylor, did.

How. R. 0. BRGES: I think the Hon.
R?. S. Haynes did a great deal in that
direction.

EON. R.. S. HANESx: I helped him.
Hov. R. G. BURGES: Mr. Haynes, on

that occasion, moved that the question
be put, and Mr. Taylor seconded the
motion. I have been told that the Gov-
ernment pay advisers, and must go by
their advrisers' opinion. I am not say-
ing a word against the Coolgardie water
scheme. I mention it to point out that
the Fremantle harbour works are being
carried out by the Government engineer
at a cost which is under his estimate.
Why, then, should the engineer not be able
to carry out the Coolgardie water scheme
in the same way? W1 has been home
aud taken the advice of several engineers
in England and other parts of the world.

HoN. F. T. Cnownrt: After the Bill
wyas passed.

Eon. R. G. BURGES: I am only re-
ferring- now to hon. members who say
that the Coolgardie water scheme should
be taken uip by sonie outside body.
Surely this colony has had enough experi-
enco in that way. The Midland Railway
is a sufficient warning against the Gov-
ernment doing any of their work through
syndicates. That railway company
locked up all their land throughout agri-
cultural districts. There is danger in
allowving work to be carried out by out-
side people.

HoN. R. S. HAYNEs: That is the fault
of bad apreements, which should not be
prepared by some second-rate clerk.

R-oy. R. G. BURGES: It does not
matter whose opinion we get, we have to
pay him and pay for his mistakes. The
ability of the Engineer-in-Chief hae been
proved by the Fremantle harbour works.
It would be better to trust to the Gov-
erment's own people than hand over
the work to contractors whose only oh-
ject is to make something for themselves.
Parliament ought to assist the Govern-
ment in carrying out the Coolgardie
water scheme. Hon. members should
not keep referring to paltry little works
which may not have been carried out
as they should have been. People on
the goldfields did not trouble much at
one time about the water supply, but
now every leading man, whose opinion
is worth respect, says that water is
wanted more and more every day.

How. C. A. JENKINS: The future life
of the goldfields depends on it.

HoN. R. G. BURGES: That opinisin
is, I believe, borne out by all expori-
eced. men on the goldfields.

HoN. F. T. COoWDER: Two years ago
we were told that the goldfields would be
shut up if the water scheme were not
started in six montha

HoN. It. G. I3URGES: The export of
gold is most gratifying, and there is an
enormous area, of country that has not even
been touched yet in the way of prospect-
ing. The increased export of gold shows
that the country cannot be in such a bad
state as some hon. members would like
peonle to believe. I have heard all
sorts of rumours to the effect that the
whole of the surplus of £316,000, and
X140,000 more, will be spent over and
above the estimate for this year. But
it must be taken into consideration that
we have had railways to build out of
revenue, together with the breakwater
at Ilunbury and other large works. I
believe a lot of these works are almost
complete, and will not be such a drain
on the revenue next year. Comparing
the revenue of this year with that of last
year we have a decrease, but we have a
large revenue now.

H:ON. F. T. CEoWDEFR: Who says so?
RON. RI. G. BURGES: If the country

during the last year or two had been
going back at the rate some people
would have us believe, the Treasury
would have been bankrupt long ago.
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Last session Mir. Wittenoom was, most
indignant when statements as to the
country being in a. bad state were made
by hon. members. I hope that when
the Colonial Secretary speaks he will be
able to show us that things are not in
such a state as we are led to believe,
and that the figures are~ not laid before
the people so as to mislead.

HoNj. R. S. URarExs: We hope so.
Hon. R. G-. BtTRGES: I do hope so,

and I believe, so.
Ro., R. S. llAY-_us: The Colonial Sec-

retary (Hon. G-. Randell) himself did not
think so last year.

RON. R. 0. BURGES: Although Mr.
Demrpster did not think agricultural
prospects so satisfactory as they ought
to be, we have not much to complain
of up to the present, and I hope the in-
dustry will be as good for the next three
or four years. I hope the increase of
population and development of the gold-
fields will be such that the country will
not be able to raise, enough produce for
the population of the country for years
to come, and that we will be able to
brairow more money and build more rail-
way!q. As to the paragraph dealing with
East Kimberley and the tick plague,
I am sorry to hear the opinion that any-
body who has no more than 30 head of
cattle in the Southern District is worth
na consideration. The, hon. member
wihc made that remark made a great
mistake. No one would introduce
nuall-pox into the country, and a stand
ought to be made against the tick. No
cattle ought to be admitted until we are
quite sure there is no, danger. This is
too important a matter to be dealt with
in a hurry. The question of the pro-
hibition of stock requires careful con-
sideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment. We cannot produce the meat
here, and I do not think we are justified
in retaining the high duty on live stock.
Paragraph 24 deals with a number of
Bills of an important character. I hope
that the bon. gentleman who leads this
House, and who has the cause of educa-
tion at heart, will not forget that the
country districts should be considered as
well as Perth. What are they doing in
the country?

Tym COLONIAL SECnnvAnRT: They have
schools all over the place.

Hoz*. R. G. BUlIGES: And whom do
they put in them? I say that justice is
not done to the country in this matter.
I remember speaking to an Inspector of
Schools about two, years ago; I asked
him what sort of a teacher had been
placed in charge of a certain school;
he said, "Oh, quite good enough for that
place." Is that justicel I hope that
the Colonial Secretary, who takes a great
interest in questions affecting education,
will not make such a mistake as that.
Paragraph 25 deals with a, lot of pro-
posed public works. I would not oppose
them if we had money to construct them
with, or were in a position to borrow
money. I consider we are perfectly
justifid in giving an expression of
opinion now to the effect that we do not
propose to support the Government in
their proposed expenditure for these
works, unless we see that the finances
are in a better position than they appar-
ently are. Akll these goldfields railways
are, it seems, to be constructed out of
loans made for other purposes, One
is to be constructed towards Goomalling
on r cheap system. I have been over
that part lately, and I am of the opinion
that a. railway would be a great advantage
to that district if it were cheaply con-
structed. My experience is that, in a
country like that, where you have
extreme drought, followed by heavy rain,
it is better to construct aL cheap
railway than to- build a road and have
it washed away by the storms. With
regard to paragraph 26, which has led
to the discussion that has taken place,
I consider it is far better to express our
opinion now, so that we may show the
Government that we consider the time
i., not olpportune for borrowing fresh
money. Suich an expression of opinion
will make them more cautious. When
these propositions come before us sub-
sequently, we will have the power to
reject them if we choose. I would like
to draw attention to the trade of the
colony before resuming my seat. Para.
graph 28 states that the trade of the
colony for 1897 reached the sum of
£P10,.358,663, and that of this sum our
exports amounted to, £3,940,098, being
fin increase over the preceding year of
.Z2,289,872. lam sure that that must be
gratifying, to every member of the House,
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and to everyone in the colony. You
may look around, and you will hardly find
an industry here that is not flourishing.
I think those hon. members, who voted
some years ago against the construction
of the line to the Collie coalfield were
fully justified ip the action they took.
That railway ought never to have been
constructed; but it has been constructed,
and it is a tax on the people, and it is
the duty of the Government to make the
people work their mines and carry out
the conditions of their leases. I thank
hon, members for listening to my speech.
I hope the Government will take some
action in reference to reducing the duty
on stock, and that the Commissioner of
Crown Lands will not forget to push the
pastoral industry, not for the benefit of
the pastoralists only, but for the benefit
of the whole of the colony.

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON (North): I
do not intend to say very much. I sup-
pose that we may consider that federa.-
tion is hung up for the present, and I do
not think it matters very much to this
colony just now. A great deal of money
has been spent in the construction of
public works of one kind and another,
which I hope may be justified. I was very
sorry to see, the report from the tick
expert to the effect that the cattle in the
East Kimberleyv district were badly in-
fected with tick. I hope the Government
may devise some means for bringing us
out of the difficulty, so as to enable the
cattle from the northern districts to come
to the southern markets. I would suggest
to the Colonial Secretary that it might be
done in this way-that the cattle might be
shipped to Garden Island and slaughtered.
The Government might appoint inspectors
to see that none left that were not pro-
perly slaughtered. I think such precau-
tions. might be taken a~s would enable the
difficulty to be overcome. At any rate,
I think that some means should be devised
to get over it. The present system means
ruination to the cattle owners, besides
very high prices for meat. It is a matter
which deserves the most careful considera-
tion. I am not in favour of these railways
being made for the goldfields. and I am
specially opposed to the construction of
the railway from Norseman to Coolgardie.
If Norseman is to have a railway, I think
it should go to Esperance, which is its

natural port. I should like to congratulate
the Hon, G. Randell on his acceptance of
the position of Colonial Secretary. Having
known him for some time, I am convinced
that everything he undertakes will be
done, conscientiously, and that every
measure he brings forward wvill have the
most careful consideration.

HON. R. S. HAYYES: What about re-
appropriation?

HN. J. E. RICHARDSON: I am not
in favour of it. I said I was not in favour
of the construction of the proposed rail-
ways, and that was as much as saying I
was not in favor of reappropriation.

THE COLONIAL SECRlETARIY (Hon.
G. Randell): The wish has been expressed
by some hon. members that I should
speak rather early in this debate, in order
that I might throw some light on the
policy of the Government. In acceding
to this wish, I desire to throw as much
light on, the matters in question as I can.
Hon. members will remember the position
in which I am placed, having joined the
Ministry only recently, and not being in
a position to go very fully into every
matter connected with the policy of the
Government. Before I deal with the
matters contained in His Excellency's
Speech, I would like to express my thanks
for the kindly terms in which the hon.
members who moved and seconded the
Address-in-Reply referred to myself, as
also to the Eon. J. E. Richardson. I hope
and believe that the sentiments expressed
by them are concurred in generally by
the House. I do hope to have the cordial
sympathy and support of hon. members
in the responsible and difficult duties
which I have taken upon myself in accept-
ing office in the Forrest Ministry. Up to
the present time I have adopted a. very
independent course, and have never
sought office; but, after considering very
carefully the position offered to me, I
thought that, from my long experience
and deep interest in the affairs of the
colon yI might be of some use to the
ministry .Iain not soyoung as some hon.
members in this Council, and may not
have the energy which some of you pos-
sess, but I will endeavour to put all the
energy and experience which I have, and
whatever ability I may possess, into the
service of the country. I trust that. I
shall meet the -wishes of hon mem-
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hers on all oocasions in a right and proper
spirit. I think hon. members will expect
that fromi me, from the knowledge they
have had of mne during my career i n the
past. I regret that, at the very outset of
may career as. Colonial Secretary, I am met
with such an amendment as has been
moved and seconded in this Council, 1
quite admit that hon. members here
are within their rights. in mov-
ing, an amendment of this kind,
and in adopting it if they choose,
but I think the course is some-
what inconvenient. It is not acourse that
is very often adapted by Legislative
Councils. I do not know what would be
the actual results, supposing an amend-
menit of this kind were carried, and Sup-
posing that Such a clause were added to
the Address-in-Reply. If it had been
moved in the other House, I take it that
it would have been accepted by the Pre-
mier as one of want of confidence

Roy. R. S. HAYNES: No.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

think it would. The amendment ,bat
was moved in the other House was sop en-
tirely different from this that. I think the
Premier was justified in refusing to accept
it as a motion of that character; but
if this had been mioved there, I ami
sure it must have been considered
as a motion of censure on the
Coverninent. The hon. member's
amiendinent, is to the effect that the
Council should express disapproval of the
proposal by the Government for reuppro-
priation contained in paragrraph 26 of His
Ecellency's Speech. The hon. member
thought that such a course was contrary
to Parliamentary procedure and practice;
but, if he will carry his memory hack, he
will find that a similar course has been
adopted Fromn time to time in the history
of this Colony, and I believe it has oc-
curred in other places also; that is to
say, reappropriating a- sum of money
that was not immediately wanted and ap-
plying it to other works.

RoN. iR. S. BAYhES: It has been done
once in this colony, and many times in
New Zealand.

TirE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am speaking from memory. I sh-rild
have thought it would have been quite
sufficient for hon. miembers to have ex-
pressed in their speeches their disapproval

of the proposal of the Government, es-
pecially in regard to the construction of
raitlways to which many hon. members
have objected. It seems quite premature
to express an opinion on these matters at
all till we get the information necessary to
enable us to judge correctly as to the
necessity, or otherwise, of constructing
further railway lines in the colony. The
Hon. H. E. Parsons said it would be better
for us to go slow. In view of the fact
that IKalgoorlie has obtained everything
it requires, it is not surprising to find that
the hon. member is quite content so far
as that town is concerned, to sit down and
be quiet. Re reminds me of what I once
read about a hill, half way up which was
a placard inviting the traveller to sit
down end rest and be thankful. The hon.
member seems inclined to sit down and
be thankful now that the line has reached
Kalgoorlie, and that town has been put
in a position to become prosperous. Ron.
members are hardly in a position to arrive
at conclusions on these points until they
have examined the necessity for the con-
struction of these works, and it would be
difficult for any one to say that the time
has arrived for us to sit still and do
nothin g. With regard to the particular
lines that have been spoken of, I shall be
glad to give some little information upon
them, and correct, in a. slight degree,
some statements and figures used by the
Hon. R. S. Haynes when he was speaking
on this subject and criticising very
severely many things in the administra-
tion of the Public Works Department, and
fao speaking upon the amount of money
borrowed by the country in comparison
with the population.

At 6.25 p.m. the PssSIDNuT' left the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the PREMJOEYT resumed
the chair.

Tim COLONIAL SECTIE TARY:- Turn-
ing to the question of the reappropria-
tion of money for these proposed works, it
strikes me that if the amendment is car-
ried the Council takes up the position. of
directing the nublic policy of the Govern-
inent, so far ais pub-lic works are con-
cerned. [Ho-x% R. S. BArNE-: NO.] I
take it that that position is really in-
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valved in the adoption of this amend-
ment to the Address. I should like to
point out that the Council would take that
position without full and sufficient infor-
ination which would enable them to form
a right conclusion on the works proposed.
Tlhat information would necessarily be
forthcoming when the proposed works
were brought before the House. ft may or
may not be judicious to reappropriate
funds from a vote already made. But
that depends on the nature of the works
and the ground- for undertaking them,
In this case, having a. large sumn of money
voted for a particular work which cannot
be executed for some considerable time, no
harmn can accrue to that wvork by hawving
a reappropriation of money which
lmAy be already borrowed for that specific
pur~pose. It would almost seem as if,
early in the session, the Council, in adopt-
ing this amendment, had a set purpose in
view-to p~revent, as it were, the con-
struction of public works, independent of
ane apart from any grounds which may
necessitate the undertaking of the works.
Apparently seone hon. members have ar-
rived at the conclusion-a conclusion, let
me say, that has been arrived at
often by members since the adoption of
Responsible Government-that we have
borrowed enough. As fast as that Con-
clusion has been arrived at it has
been found that the exigencies of events
have compelled hon. members who have
taken that view of the case to give
way. I admit that I mayself and one or
two other members have held that view.
Bein- very careful and cautious people,
wve did not quite clearly see the way be-
fore us. Dot we ought to remember the
development which has taken place and
which alters the whole case. Mr. R.
S. Haynes has forgotten what has
happened since the speeches; made
by the Premier and myself some time ago.

HoN. R. S. flAmEs:- Six months ago.
HE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

outnut of gold has doubled. In round
figures there has been exported £4,000,000
of gold. There may, perhaps, have been
more, but at any rate there have been
four millions, or nearly four million
pounds' worth of gold exported through
the Custom House. There are reasonable
g"rounds - and I have formed the
conclusion myself from reading the

reports given nearly every day in
the newspapers as to fresh finds
and developments on the goldfields-
for entertaining the idea that in the course
of the next twelve months a very large
increase in the production of gold will
take place. That being the case, it must
be borne in mind that every, large field
and every development is creating for pro-
ducers fresh m~arkets, anad is inducingr
other people to come to, these shores and
invest in lands in order to, satisfy the
market thus created. Do not hon. mem-
bers think that the very fact of the
news received by persons in other parts of
the world of the present large output of
gold and the continued developments will
not induce them to turn their attention
to this colony? I am speaking not only
of men who labour, but of men with capi-
tal.

Ho-,. R. S. RvrsNBS: That has not been
so in the last -ix months.

Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY: I think
the hon. member is wrong. There has
been a tend ency in many plraces to direct
attention to Western Australian ventures.
We cannot be surprised at that, when we
know the splendid developments-let me
us~e that rather exaggerated tern-which
are taking place in the mineral resources
of the colony. Let me ask hon, members
to pause before they pass this amendment
to theAddress-in-Reply. To pass it would
be to commit the House to a6 step which
would not be easy to, retrace, supposing
sufficient reasons were adduced for the
construction of the works in the Govern-
ment prograuirue. The programme is
not a very large one. It is nothing in
comparison with some of the programmes
in the past. There are good reasons
which have stisfied me-and I am not
oe. of the speculative, venturesome class
-that there are good grounds why theme

further works should be constructed. I
am satisfied there are rood grouinds why
we should follow the men who are going
,out into, the far country for the purpose
of extracting gold from soil or reefs.
Surely no one will say that whatever de-
velopment may take place, and whatever
may he the richness of the soil, we are not
roing to borrow any more money or make
any more railways.

Kia. R. S. HAYNES: The Premier says
so-
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TOE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is the position some hon. members take
up. I trust lion. members will see that
it would be injudicious and would hamper
the Government and the progress of the
colony if it were given, out to the world
that we in this colony are satisfied that
we have come to the "end of our tether,'
and that there shall be no more develop-
meats, and no more railways or public
works in the future which lies before us.
I hope lion. mnembers. have not arrived
at that conclusion. Yet their present
attitude would hear that construction,
and I hope hon, members will think of
that when giving their votes on the amend-
meet. NLow I think I have said enough
on this mjost important point in the. de-
bate. It is not my intention to, follow hon.
members through the paragraphs. of the
Speech, because the Speech speaks for
itself. As an outsider during the time
these works were constructed, I endorse
the views expressed by Mr- Jenkins And
Mr. 'Mebarty when they say these works
form a magnificent record of what the
Government have done in furthering the
material interests, of the colony. It must
he admitted that the Governmnent have
been willing to recognise' every applica-
tk'n. made to themn on good grounds, for
assistance and help in all the depart-
nwents of our nat-ional life and industry.
Hon. members may still trust the Coy-
erment in this respect. They have
trusted the Covernment before, though
hon. members are disposed to find fault
with the way in which some. of the de-
partments have been administered. But
I believe that in there complaints there
is a great deal of exaggeration and a
great deal that is untrue. Explana-
tions full and satisfactory mnay be given
for many of these acts which hon.
members-or at any rate some people, I
will not say hon. miembers-are too ready
to, set up against the Government and
would he ready to set up against any
Ccvernment whatever. In doing this
the people are no doubt exercising their
proper right of criticism. The search-
light of public criticism on Government
actions is undoubtedly a wholesome and
healthy thing, and all Governments arc
wlore or less amenable to public opinion.'

Hey. R. S. IIA"-Es: They do not like
it, though.

ThsE COLONIAL SECRETARY.
Speaking for myself, at any rate, I ami
not afraid of honest criticism. I hope hon.
memb ers have followed me in what I have
said on the general policy which has been
enunciated by Mr. R. S. Haynes in his
amendment. Perhaps I have convinced
scone lion, mnembers at any rate of the de-
sirability of reserving their criticism of
these public works until suchk tiiie asthe
whole facts of thle, case, are laid before
them. I now propose to iake a few re-
miarks, in reply to the Ron. 11, S. Haynes.
I fancy that hon. memiber was a little
out, both in his geography and his
firiances. He said somiething about
Peak Hfill, which is 70 or 80 miles north
of Nannine, and which will not be af-
fected, suppose the railway be con-
structed.

H10;. R. S. HAYNES: Mly whole PrO-
vince thinks differently.

TnlE COLONIAL SECRETARY
I think the hon. member meant Mount
Leonora and Mount Malcolm, and shlowed
either ignorance of the geography of
his own Province or that he had not
looked thoroughly into the question. He
also said that Western Australia had bor-
rowed £13,000,000.

HoN. R. S. InmT -: £,12,000,000.
Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY

The lion, member said £13,000,000.
HOW. ft. S. HsAS: I wish to draw the

lion. gentleman's attention to the fact
that I said Y,12,000,000. I specially
said some of this had not been ablready
raised; h ut for the purpose of my argu-
mient -we must be treated as having bor-
rowed £1 2,000,000.

Tiis COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member went on to say that that
amounted to £75 per head of popula-
tion.

HoN. R. S. HAnaqis: If the £1,000,000
were counted it would be £85 per head.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
the lion, member said that this places
Western Australia at the head of other
Australian colonies in this respect.

BoX. R. S. flAYEs: Taking your own
figures.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have taken the trouble to ask for the
latest information on this subject, not
only for my own satisfaction, hut for
that of hon, members. The amount of
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money we have already borrowed is
£9,204,500, approximately. These figures
ore within a pound or two of the real
amount.

lox. A. B. KlDs3ox: floes that in-
clude Treasury bills?

Tima COLONIAL SECRiETARY: That
includes Treasury bills, the purchase of
the Grcat Southern Railway, and every-
thing, Against that sum wre have a set-
off of about £300,000, which is a sink-
ing fund. Then again we have assets,
including- the Great Southern Railway,
to the amount of £1,100,000.

Hex . R. S. HAYNES: You borrowed
the mioney all the same.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARIY: All
these things must be taken into con-
sideration. That gives us a debt of £54
pur head of population, reckoning a
population of 170,000. The population
is 169,000 odd, and it is near enough;,
the 170,000 population is estimated to be
here at the end of June. I think these
facts and figures -will remove the effect of
the very alarming statement made by
Mr. R. S. Hatynes-statenents serious
erough to greatly disturb our digestive
organs, at any rate.

Ro.N. R. S. HAYNES: You will ewe the
money when you complete the works.

Hox. J. W. MlAcnanr: And a lot more.
Tns COLONIAL SECRETARY: In

regard to the railway to Mount Leonors,
I have been able to. get a correct state-
ment as to the distance which will have
to he travelled either way. I find that
the disancee from Fremantle to Coodger-
die and fromn thence to Kalgroorlie and
Menzies is 46T miles. To carry on the
lines to Mount TLeonora, calling at
Niagaa, which is about equl-distant be-
tween Menzies and Mount Leonora, will
mnake the line another 70 miles, or a
total of 537 miles,

HON.- R. S. HArNs: Surely that is
wrong.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: These
figures are correct.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: How far is the
distance to Menzies?'

Ttia COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is 467 miles from Fremnantle to Menzies.
Let me here say that Mount Leonora and
Mount Malcolm are developing very
rapidly. The banks have already corn-
mneed business there, and that would

not be the case at a place which had not
some elements of permanence about it,
or where there is not a considerable
population, with a good output and a
5good prospect of continuance of output of

gOld. I Ant1 sure that Mlount Leonora ad
Mount Mailcolmn are going to he splendid
places for the production of gold. The
distance fromn Geraldton to MouLnt Mfagn'et
is 215 miles, and from Mount 'Magnet to
Lawlers-that is the place Mr. 1?. S.
Haynes wanted to speak about-

Hox. It. S. HAYNESm: No; Peaik Hill.
TusE COLONIAL SECRETARlY: Peak

Flill is some considerable distance north,
beyond Nftnnine. The distance from-
Mount Magnet to Lawlers is 200 miles,
and from Law lers to Mount Leonora 90
wiles. So you see Mount Leonora andl
Mount Malcolm are within 70 miles of
the railway system connecting with the
central districts and the mietropolis,. The
other way we should have to go up 200
miles from Mount Magnet to Lawlers, and
then another 90 miles down to Mount
Leonora. It will be seen there is net
much in the actual distance, when you re-
member the mnagnificent port at Fre-
mantle, where all the trade and com-
meree of the colony will concentrate. As
it used to be said that "all roads lead to
Rous]e," or, as now, to London, so it will
be said in this colony that all roads lead
to Perth. Hon. members may talk about
centralisatien, but people always do gra~vi
takte where lie the life and energy of ti
colony.

Ho-x. F. T. CROWnER: And the smells.
Ti-rE COLONIAL SECIRETARY :1 ma:

have a little to say on the subject sug
gested, when the Estimrates are before ths
House. What I have said may remove
seone misapprehension in the minds of
hon. members as to the distance which
has to be traversed, and as to the great
ad' antage. of continuing the line which
has reached the mines on towards thobt,
other great gold producing districts. I
may incidentally rem ark here, for the
benefit of Mr. Burges, that this railway
'vil bring communication much nearer to
the stock-producing country in the North,
and provide-a better market than at pre-
sent for the cattle and sheep) there raised.
1, and all hon members, sympathise deeply
with what Mr. Burges has, said as to the
support and help which should be ac-
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corded to the producers in the North and
North-West. We all admit the people
there have passed through deep tribula-
tio'i in consequence of bed seasons, and
they have a. right to expect at our hands
fi]l the aid that can possibly be given.

HoN,. IR. C. EulioEs: The Government
do not give them anything.

Tux COLO1NIAL SECRETARY: 1
th~ink the Governor's Speech shows the
wants of the people there have to a large
extent been attended to, and that there
is a desire on the part of the Government
to give them as much as can be given to
them. The Government cannot mnake
rains. I suppose the hon. member wvili
admit that.

lox. R. G. BcRas: No; but the Gov-
ernment canl give them water.

Tiw COLONIAL SECRETARY: I be-
lieve it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to bore for artesian, water in those
districts; and from what I have read of
the country, the bores will probably be
.successful. I never expected the bore
at Coolgardie would be successful,
and was not disappointed at the
result of the operations there. Deal-
ing naow with the railway which the
Government propose to construct from
Norseman to Coolgardie, I would point
out that the population in the Central
districts is 170,000 ; but if you take the
population of Perth, Fremantle, the
Southern and Northern districts, and the
population of Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
the Boulder, etc., you will have 130,000
out of the 170,000. Are not the interests
of this large population to be considered
in a. work of this kind?1 I dare say, as
the Hoan. J. E. Richardson pointed out,
that, looking at the map, it seems natural
to, start from Esperance, if you want 40
go fo Norseman, but at Esperance there
is nothing beyond a. township. It is true
that the Government have spent £60,000
or £70,000 there in the provision of a
Cuatoms-houae and jetties.

Ho-N. R. G. BuaGEs: Havent they laid
out any agricultural area there?

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
agricultural areas ca~n be laid out in the
Esperance district.

ON. I-1 W. HfAcmri: There are three
small one;, the largest of which is 10,009
acres.

Taxz COLONIAL SECRETARY: What
wvill it produce?

Ho02. R. S. HAYNEaS: You ought to)
know that.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: It is all taken up.
Ths COLONIAL SECRETARY: Lo~ok-

ingy at it from the most favourable point
of view, we mnay say, as far as Esperancc:
is concerned, that no very great develop-
ments can take p~lace there. Between
Esperance and Norseman. there is no auri-
ferous country, or anything that would
justify the construction of a railway
between those two places. Sup-
posing it was decided by Parliament
that a line should go from Esperance to
Norsemian, it would be entirely
separated from the railway system of
thz colony. A separate establishment
would have to be kept up at very con-
siderable expense, and, so far as I have
been able to ascertain, nothing would
justify its construction, and we must
bear in mind that such a line would be
opening the door to another colony. I
think that is a very serious matter for
consideration. We should be cutting
off that part of the colony froma its
present source of supply in our agricul-
tural districts.

Box. R.. S. BArN~s: Under federation
it would all be free.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
that memjorable letter of his the other
day the hon. member killed federation.

]JON. J. W. HACKETT: You have quite
pleased him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Onl
the other hand, if you take the line, from
Coolgardie to Nor seman, admitting that
Norseman has proved its right to be con-
sidered in this matter and to be provided
with a railway-I am not saying whether
it has or not-it seems too me that there
is everything to be said in favour of the
course proposed by the Government. The
line could be constructed cheaper
between Coolgardie and Norseman than
between Norsemuan and Esperance, and
there isp auriferous country along the
whole distance;- that is, aL very important
feature in the case for the consideration
of hon. members. I believe we shall
satisfy Norseman if we do not satisfy
Esperance, and there are 1,300 people in
the former and only 700 in the latter, and
they are rapidly leaving Esperance.
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There is every reason to believe also
that considerable development wvill, take
place round about Norseman. I think
I have said enough on 'these matters in
reply to the argument about centralisa-
tion. We must have centralisation
more or less. There is no reason why
centralisation. should not help the outlying
districts, because, if we get a large popu-
lation in the outlying districts, it will be
an encouragement to the producers and
manufacturers round about, and to those
who live at great distances from the
centre. The hon. member (Hon, H. C.
Parsons) criticised rather severely the
construction of the line from Coc-Igardie
to Menzies, and he drew special atten-
tion to the costly nature of the buildings
erected on that line. I have ascertained
that the buildings there are of a, substan-
tial character, and that the cost to. the
country of these substantial stne build-
.ngs, over and above what would have
been, the cost of wooden build-
ings, is only £,19. You have to set over
and against that a siim of £-40 that would
have to, be expended every two years
in painting and taking care of wooden
houses, and that at the end of a century
you would probably have the stone build-
ings remaining. I think that, in this
instance, a wise economy has been exer-
cised in erecting these buildings. of stone
instead of wood. The cost is put down
at £39,000. The sum of £3,000 was
-Jso expended on an engine and water
tanks, which does not properly belong to
the construction of the buildi-ngs. The,
total amount expended amounted to
Z42,261. These figures are from official
s ources and are reliable. I would like
to refer to some objections that have
been taken, and acme of the questions
that have been raised. First of all the
Mint plans were spoken of by one hon,
member, who asked how it was that those
plans had been altered. I believe this
colon-y is not responsible for the altera-
tion. I did not anticipate the question
arising, and I am nut prepared wvith any
official information, but the capacity of
the Mint bad to be enlarged. The plans
were sent from England at the very be-
ginning, and the Mint authorities in Eng-
land, or at any rate the gentleman who
came here from England to look after the
Mint, is responsible for the size of the

Ibuilding, and possibly for the delay which
Ihas taken place in consequence; no un-
necessary delay, I believe, has occurred.
I am inclined to differ from the view of
the hon. member who said the Mint was
a "white elephant." Although it will not
perhaps pay, there are many ways in

Iwhich. it will be of great service to the
Icolony. Some of these ways have been
pointed out by the right hon. the
Premier. The Oibservatory is an institu-
tion which we, as a progressive people,
should have in our midst. I believe that
very useful information will be afforded
by the establishment of suchi an institu-
tion here. Every country which has as-
pirations. in the wa~y of civilisation and
progress should have one. I believe
that all the other colonies have
observatories, and that in Tasmania
there is cone. I believe that they will be
juk~tified in the future, and that, when
thiF. present generation has passed away,
it will have the approval of the succeed-
ing generation for its wise forethought,
an,! for its desire to see the colony pro-
gres in this respect. A regret fell from
the- Hon. E. Metarty, which I Share to
Some extent. The Hon. C. E. Dempster
also expressed a regret that a survey had
nut been undertaken for a line from
Bridgetown to Albany. These lines do
not stand on exactly the same footing as
the lines to large gold-producing cen tres.
Thv population is smaller, and the trade
likely to accrue and the financial result
tu the colony likely to follow are not so
apparent, and will not at once be so pro-
duct ive.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES. What are the re-
turns from Mount Leonora7

Tnm COLONIAL SECRETARY: 3,000
ounces a, month. The hon. member ex-
pects. me to he a bundle of information.

HoN. R. S. HfAYNES: You Said you
would give us all the information you
could.

TnuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
hardly to be expected, from the Short
time I have been in the Ministry and
from the number of departments that
have been placed under my control, that,
I should be able to answer every ques-
tion that could be put to me. I would
like to have Seen the Ministry recoin-
mend the construction of the Pinjarrab
to Isarradong railwvay. If the hon. mem-
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her can get the owners of property there
to bringy forward seine acceptable
schemne, the Government will carefully
consider it. I do not make any promise,
but I believe there will be a disposition
to favourably and carefully consider any
proposal that may be made from that
quarter. It behoves mne to say very
little about the tariff. I do not think lion.
mnemfbers; need fear there will be any
great disturbance in this direction. I
am saying this entirely on my own re-
sponsibility as a member of this Rouse,
and not as a member of the Government,
but I do not think the House need fear
any serious disturbance, especially any
that might prove injurious to the pro-
ducers of the colony. W\ith reference to
the remarks miade on education, I can
assure hon. members thatt any applica-
tion for the establishment. of schools in
the country districts will receive my
careful consideration. But some country
schools cost from £12 to £15 per head
to educate the children, and we cannot
afford to extend our system of education
at such heavy cost as that. I am bring-
mng some pressure to bear to induce
parents to send their children to school,
so that there may be at any rate the
regulation number of twelve in average
attendance. In some country districts
the number of children attending school
ltas fallen beluw the averagec required. So
unwilling iin I that children should miiss
the advnntagcs of education that I would
sooner strain a point in order that these
advantages might be provided. There
are regrulations providing for full-timte
schools and for other kinds of schools,
but the population in somne of these
country districts is so sparse and the
families are so far away that it is diffi-
cult to meet their requiirements.

flux. J. W. FfAcsrrr Is an attend-
ance of twelve sufficient to constitute a
full-time school I

THEm COLONIAL SECRETARY:- Un-
less there are 20 children in a district
sufficient to ensure an average attend-
ance of 12, a full-time school cannot be
estahlished. An average attendance of
twelve children is sufficient to keep a
school open, hut it is necessary that
there should be 20 in the district when
the application is first made. His Excel-
lency's Speech informs us that the

revenue has not reached the ant icipa-
tions of the Government. I do not thinki
anyone can put his finger on the reason
or the reasons, because I believe there
are more than one, why the rev-enue has
not reached the amiount anticipated by
the Government when the Financiel
Statement was made last year; but I
believe the revenue is keeping up well.
It is not going .aok, but rather in-
Creasing. There are some reasons for
the belief that the revenue will again
gradually increase, although not, per-
haps, by leaps and bounds, as it did
years ago. I have now dealt with most
of the topics referred to by hon. mem-
bers in their speeches. It is not my in-
tention to go into the various questions
raised by the Speech. I will only refer
to one other miatter, to which the Hon.
E. McLarty took exception, and that is
the increase in the tariff on the railways.
I think the hon. gentlemanl who ad-
ministers that department has made out
an exceedingly good case, and I shall
have pleasure in placing on the table to-
night in, a handy form his statcement of the
case, from which it will be seen that, with
the except ion of two or three li nes i n S outh
Australia, the lines in this colony have
lower tatriffs than all the others. This

I was hardly to be expected in view of the
fact that we have longer distances to
travel and that there is very little hack
loading, in addition to other drawbacks
which interfere with the profitable work-
ing of the lines. Over and above this I
am informed that it cost the depart-
mient last year £140,000 for water on
account of the long dry season. It will
be easily seen from that howv the revenue
would be lowered and the working- ex-
penses increased. Thatnking hion. mem-
bers for the kind way in which thoy hare
referred to wec and for the promise
which they have wade to give me their
cordial support, and thanking them
further for listening so patiently to my
son Lewhat disjointed remarks, I do
sincerely and earnestly commend to
them the desirability of not Passing the
amendment moved by the Hon. A. 9'.
Haynes.

Nor;. S. J1. HAYNES (South-East):
Before sayingr a few words on His Ex-
cellency's Speech, I desire to join with
my fellow-members in congrantulating
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the Hon. G. Randell on his accession to
the Ministry, and on his acceptance of
the position of leader of this House.
From what I know of him I am pretty
sure that he will treat this House with
every courtesy, and I hope that every
muember in this House will do his best
to assist him in what must be his very
arduous duties. In addressing myself
to His Excellency's Speech, I desire that
iny renitrks should be as brief as pos-
sible, inasmuch as some of the previous
speakers have touched on matters with
which I am in accord, and if I were to
say the same thing over again I should
only be repeating remarks that have
already been made. I think the country
and the House are to be congratulated
that federation is postponed for the pre-
sent. It seemed to me when the qUes-
tion was mooted and our delegates were
Bent for, and I expressed my opinion at
the time, that so far as the colonies
generally wvere concerned federation was
rather premature, and especially so for
this colony. Subsequent events have,
1 think, shou~n that it was premature so
far as the other colonies were, concerned.
At any rate, the motheir colony has not
Joined in the scheme. I think that the
Convention did very great service to
Australia. The ablest minds, in the
colonies took punt in it, and ii valuable
amount of educational work was done.
The number of those, whether in this
colony or in the other colonies, who really
understood the subject as thoroughly as
it should be understood before adoptitng
federation wvas few. Those who at-
tended the Convention had the advan-
tage of hearing Messrs. Barton and
Wise, and the other authorities on the
subject, ats well ta the Premiers of the
different colonies, discuss the question;
but at large number of the colonists here
-1 am speaking of those with whom I
have conic in contact-have not had the
time or the opportunity to consider this
qjuestion as much as they should do be
lore coming to a final decision. But I
do think that the speeches made at the
Convention and elsewhere and the able
letters in our newspapers have, been a
7reat educator, and when the matter
comes forward on another occasion I
think the question will be more advanced.
So far as this colony is concerned, we

could not afford to join the movement at
present. I wag confirmed in this opinion
by the report of the Finance Committee.
who were in nowise interested in this
colony, but who said they could not see
how this colony could join under its pre.
sent circumstances. Like others I sym-
pathise with the movement for union be-
tween the colonies, but I think Renti-
mueet must give way, to business, and we
must consider thc situation thoroughly
before we join a union we cannot afford.
I trust the time will come when we can
join with honour to ourselves and at
reasonable cost. I see from paragraph
4 that the Mint is nearly completed. In
conjunction wvith other members I
looked upon the Mint as unnecessary,
and condemned it as a "white elephant."
It proved such in Victoria, where so
much money was lost over it that they
will never make it up. I doubt if it wit
ever pay in this colony. I am afraid it
w-ill only be a big advertisement. Of
course it has certain advantages, and
w-ill enable us to keep better statistics
and know the amount of our gold out-
put, but we are paying too much for
these advantages. I think the money
could have been better spent in con-
structing railways and other much-
needed public works. That great scee
referred to in paragraph I of His Excel-
lency's Speech, which passed so, indif-
ferently in another House, and was
fought here by a small minority, has, I
notice, been commenced. When the
scheme wvas brought forward in this
House the minority had very decided
views on the question, and considered
that the plans and specifications laid be-
rore the House were unsatisfactory, and
that no business mian would embark in
such at gigantic enterprise on such data
ais were supplied. That scheme I con-
sidered last session, and I still considet-
to be too gigantic for a colony with so
small it population. I doubt if the
colony is so prosperous as we could
wish. One of the factors in the depres-
sion which I think does exist is the
Coolgardie water scheme.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: How do you
make that out?

HON. S. J. HAYNES: In this manner:
The British public, who are our bankers
practically, seeing how small is our popu-
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lation in proportion to our territory, con-
sider-and naturally so, I think-that the
scheme is too gigantic tot our resources.
The result will he that we shall have con-
siderable difficulty in floating loans to
carry it on. This will have the effect of
retarding our lprogress in other ways and
will prevent our borrowing for purposes
which are, I do not say more useful than
the Coolgardie wvater scheme, but ait any
rate more within our means. The scheme
is a novel one in many respects, the civi-
lised world showing none like it at the
present time.

HoN. J. WV. HACKETT: Tfhere is the
eucrmous schemne of the American Oil
Company.

EfON. S. J. HAYNES: There may be
that exception, but in America there are
different climate and circumstances. At
any rate there are difficulties here which
are certainly novel. It has been sug-
gested that it is very doubtful indeed
whether there is sufficient rainfall to sup-
ply the wrater necessary for the scheme.
I have seen no information on the sub-
ject, and do not know whether details on
this point have been obtained; in all
proliability they have.

Hox. J. W. HACETT: Information was
obtained last year, and it was found the
rainfall was sufficient.

HON. S. J. HAYNES: It is a difficult
matter to ascertain such information.
The statistics as regards rainfall and
water supply have not been too reliable
in the past. Doubts have been cast as
to whether there is sufficient rainfall for
the supply of this gigantic scheme.

Box. R. G. BuRGES: It is 44 inches.
Hos. S. J. HAYNES: The statistics

may not be reliable, and I am only telling
hon. members what I have heard. No
doubt we are tied to this scheme, having
authorised a loan for the purpose. If the
scheme could be carried out by private
enterprise, leaving private enterpris8e to
take the risk, it would be better for the
colony.

EoN. R. G. BlUBOES: It would bea-
other Midland Railway and another Perth
Water Works affair.

EON. S. J. HAYNES: It is unfair to
talk about the Midland or the Great
Southern Railwvays.

fibs. R. G. HunGEs: There is the
matter of the Perth Water Works.

IHoN. S. J. HAYNES: You are on the
Ispot and know about the water works.
I believe it wab a very unsatisfactory
affair.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES it was not a. Gov-
Iernment undertaking at any time.

fibs. S. J. HAYTNES: It wvas a private
concern. I do not know much about the
matter, but I believe the water works
could have been secured on reasonable
terms from the owvner at one time.

foxV. 13. S. HIATNES: At £120,000.
HON. S. J. BAYNES : But owingr to the

agzreemnent a large price had to be naid.
On this I cannot speak with any degree
of assurance.

HON. J. W. HACKET: Would you cifer
the Coolgardie water schemet to onen ten-
der or to one individuall

flo. S. J. HATNns: I do not care
which.

Box. J1. W. HACKETT-f: I mean would you
leave it to open tender or to the one indi-
vidual who is now offering7

HON. S. J. HAYNES : ISay I bInheve that
the scheme should be carried out by pri-
vate enterp~rise.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: By that do you
mean open tender?

fox. S. J. HAYNES : I do not care
which. I would prefer open tender in
order to get the work done as cheaply as
possible, guarding the colony by deposits
or guarantees on the part of the con-
tractor. My meaning is that the Govern-
mnent should not carry out the work at
all. It is a scheme that private people
could carry out.

Hox. it S. BAYNES: For their own
benefit.

Hobs. J. IV. HACKETT: Could it he car-
ried out by private enterprise?

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I think so: and
then the work would not be o burdcn on
the public debt. The Mfidland and Great
Southern Railways have been mentioned.
But the case would not be the same in
regard to the water scheme. 'Re railways
were both built on the land-grant system;
and the land-grant system has been a dis-
mnal failure and a loss to the country.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: It has been so
everywhere.

Box. S. J. BAYNES: It has been a
failure everywhere. But if those railways
had been built on the same terms as are
proposed for the water scheme-that is,
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giving sufficient land for the railways, sta-
tions, and so on-it would have been a
success, and the work would have been
carried out a great deal more cheaply than
by the Government. Works cardied out
by the Government coat fully twice ats
much as those car-ried out by private en-
terprise.

RoN. It. G. Bunoxa: What about the
Fremiantle harbour works?

Box. S. J. HAYNES; I hope the Fre-
mantle harbour works will be a success.
I should Dot like to see themn a, lossato the
colony. But I look on these works as too
costly, and doubt very much whether they
will prove a success. It is believed by
somec that the P. and 0. and Orient
steamers will make Fremantle a port of
call. I do not think that 1, or any one
lpresent, w'ill see that day. Business ought.
not to be taken front one side of the
colony to another. I do not wish to speak
in any parochial sense ; but I contend that
such works should be carried out in a
national manner. One part of the colony
should not be robbed for another. The
people in my district are in no way jealous
of Fremantle, nor do they object to any
reasonable expenditure on the improve-
muent of that port. But, speaking, not as
representing the district, but as a3 member
of this House, I think the expenditure at
Frenmantle is beyond the requirements of
the colony. I doubt wvhether the expendi-
tit;e will carry out what is desired, namely,
the accommodation of ocean-going vessels
like the steamers of the P. and 0. and
Orient lines. But I should be very sorry
to see the Fremnantle harbour a, non-suc-
cessi, seeing that would mean very serious
loss to the colony. The harbour will give
safe berthing accommodation for inter-
colonial eteainers of large tonnage, and
wviil ultimately give facilities for some of
the steamers to come right up to Perth.
A. Germian steamer may occasionally call
at the port, but the British mail steamers
will never be induced to berth there.
Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Governor's
Speech are, no doubt, a record of a large
number of important works ; and I hope
those works will tend to the prosperity of
the colony. But, speaking from what I
have read in the newspapers and from
what I have observed myself, a large num-
ber of the works are carried out too ex-
pensively. The Government of the day

should certainly endeavour to curb those
extravagances in the future. I refer par-
ticularly to the Public Works and the
Railways Departments. I am voicing the
opinion I bear on all hands that great
waste and extravagance are shown in
those departments.

Rox. WV. T. Loroy: Rumours.
Has. S. J. HAYNES : I scarcely think

they are merely rumours. At ally rate,
if they are rumours they are very general
in the colony. No doubt difficulties are
experienced in performing the numerous
and arduous duties in those depart-
nments; but I hope the Government will
do their level best to see that public
works are carried out less expensively, and
more on business lines than in the past.
Attention has been drawn to the very ex-
pensive station-houses and other struc-
tures on the goldfields and other lines.
I cannot say the buildings are particularly
expensive on the Great Southern line;
but these were built by private enterprise,
and therefore on a more business footing.
We hear front Mr. Parsons, at representa-
tive of the goldfields, who lives at lial-
gorlie and travels that line continually,
that the buildings on the line to that
place are too expensive. Mr. Parsons
honestly tells us that, and we could have
no better evidence of extravagant expen-
dit ure.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: Mr. Parsons says
he prefers hessian buildings.

Box. S. J. BAYNES: I did not hear
Mr. Parsons say that. At any rate, if
Mir. Parsons said he preferred hessian,
he no doubt did so front somec good muotive.
Mri. Parsons said that the Wardens had
to be satisfied with hessian houses.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Does he live iii
a hiessian house himself?

HoN-. S. J. BAYNES: I do not know.
I have not bad the pleasure of calling
upon him.

HoxN. B. S. HAYNES: He desp not live
in at stone-faced house.

Box. S. J. HAYNES : In paragraph 8
provision is made for numerous reservoirs,
wells, and damis, in and about the Cool-
gardie goldfields. It has been stated
that some of these are not faithfully built.
No doubt there has been very lavish ex-
penditure on some of these works, but I
think they will greatly tend to the pro-
sperity of the colony. They may have
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to be patched up fromt time to taije, but
they will be the means of affording a big
water supply. I listened with very great
respect to Mr. Burges, when he was speak-
ing of the interests of pastoralists in the
North. I have never been there, but I
feel convinced fromt statements put be-
fore the House, that the requirements of
those engaged in *pastoral pursuits in the
North ha~ve, not had the consideration
which they perhaps deserve. I trust that
more attention may he paid! to their re-
quirements in the future. The pastoral
industry is a very great one indeed. l'a*-
toralists have gone through exceedingly,
bad times, and have had to fight an up-
hill game for some years past. The pre-
sent season promises to be better, and I
hope they may be more fortunate. it
iz satisfactory to know- that the great
mineral industry Of the country has made
such strides. The gold returns must lie
pleasing to everybody, and I hope these
returns will go on increasing. It is
satisfactory to learn from the Governor's
Speech and. front what can be, gleaned
elsewhere, that agriculture is also making
gratifying progress. The timber indus-
try is also in a. satisfactory state, and
mnust ultimately he one of the great buil-
warks of the colony. In passing, I way
say that I and no doubt other members
were exceedingly pleased with the reason-
able speech of Mr. Parsons, and with the
wishes he expressed that agriculture and
the gold industry should practically run
together.

Hoy-. C. A. PIESSE1: That was not Mr.
Parsons.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: Mr. Jenkins
mentioned the matter a~s well. But it
was gratifying to find the reasonable man-
ner in which Mr. Parsons spoke. We have
been acocustomied to hear tit timie 1 Cr-
haps not in this House-most unreason-
able demands mrade on behalf of the gold-
fields. Parliament has supported the
wants of the goldfields to a very liberal
extent. I do not know any place where
they would be treated so liberally. I no-
tice a Bill will be brought in, in pursu-
ance of a. promise, to amend the tariff. I
hope the tariff wvill not be much interfered
with for the present, because we desire to
make ends meet. I agree, though I do riot
know how the proposal will be carried
out, that preference should be given to

goods manufactured in the mother
country. I have always thought it
strange that a preference of this
sort should not be made. Foreigners
prefer to deal in their own goods, and
put embargoes on our goods, but we
deal with the whole of the world.
We ought, at any rate, to protect the
mother country, and I trust some leg isla-
tien will be devised to give the proposal
reasonable effect. Various proposals are
contained in paragraph 24, and amongst
these I see a Bill dealing with the gold-
fields. I hope the Bill put before us will
be thoroughly and well drawn, and pro-
vide for all the reasonable exigencies of
the goldfields. But whatever is done, I
trust that, wb-ile having proper and
liberal regard to the alluvial miner, there
wvill be be no dual title. There ought to
be a clear and untrammtelled title for the
leaseholder, because a dual title only
causes trouble and agitation. If lease-
holders' titles are not regarded as
clear and genuine, it will interfere very
much with the influx of capital to the
colony. There are Bills promised deal-
ing with other important matters, but I
think that most hon. members would
rather there were a few properly con-
sidered Bills than a plethora, of measures
which, after passing, have to be continu-
ally tinkered with and altered. If this
session i-a get a satisfactory Bill dealing
with the goldfields, and a satis-
factory Bill dealing with the adminis-
tration of Crown lands, I %hall
be -perfectly satisfied. Much beyond
that would be what I might term fancy
legislation which only gives rise to
trouble. Our present Crowvn lands lelcia-
intion is contained in a great number of
Acts and Regulations which it is very
difficult for a professional man, much less
at laymian, to really understand. I have
listened very carefully to what the Colo-
nial Secretary has said in regard to the
railways. No doubt lie has made out a
good case for some of these lines, but it
is a question whether we can afford
further railways at the present time. It
would be a grave error to build the
rail way from Coolgardie to Norseman.
As a matter of justice, fair play, and right,
and in the best interests of the colony,
a railway ought to be built from the lpert
of Esperance to Norseman. If the line
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be built from Coolgardie, it will practi-
tally make a cemetery of Esperance. On
the other hand, if a railway were built
from the coast it would make Esperance
a thriving seaport and tend also to pre-
vent that centralization which is the
curse of this colony. It has been said
that the land round about Esperance is
poor. No doubt a large amount is pour,
but Esperante is the natural port of
supply for the Norsemn and Dundas
goldfields. It has also been said that
there axe no minerals between Norseman
and Eeperance; I scarcely think that. I
am sure there is auriferous land south of
Norsemnan, though I do not say that auni-
ferous country goes very far south.

Hox. J. WV. HAcKT'l; There is no
nuriferous country south of Dundas.

Ho%,. S. J. HAYNES: I have travelled
through the land, and, rightly or wrongly,
I thought the country looked auriferous.
The country has not been prospected, and
the conditions of mining axe so extraor-
dinary that it is difficult to know wher.
gold may be found. At any rate, so
far as Eaperance is concerned, it natur-
ally looks to the Norseman for its future.
What hwe the Government done? They
propose a railway from Coolgardie to the
Norsemnan to take goods .500 miles round
instead of by a. direct route of 120 miles.
The proposal of the Government simply
centralises everything in Perth and F~re-
mantle, and there is no doubt the Perth
and Fremantle people like that. But we
have before us the example of the con-
gested towns in the other colonies, and
the results.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: But if the
railwvay wvent from Esperance and you
wanted to go from Perth to Norsenman,
you would have to go by wily of Esper-
ance.

Ho.N. S. J. HAYNES: I grant it is a
long, way round that way, but it will be
somne years before Perth can supply what
Nrsenian requires. There is a Custoies
House at Esperance, and the revenue
would comne through that source, benefit-
ing Esperance and making it a centre.
if the line were built from Esperance to
Norseman, it would remove the congestcd
state of the railway lines at the Perth
and Fremantle ends which has been com-
plained of.

THrE COLONIAkL SECRETARY: Are we to
build a line to keep Esperance alive?

Ho-x. S. J. HAYNES: No; but it
would be only justice to Esperance to
build a line when the people there have
been led to believe that they would have
the trade from the goldfields. A railway
from Esperance to Norseman would be a
thousand times more justifiable than was
the railway to Southern Cross when it
wvas built. The Esperance line is thor-
ougbly justified so far as population is
concerned. One very satisfactory thing
I note in the Governor's Speech. We are
often told by colonists from the other
side that there is no good land in the
colony. An inspection between Bridge-
town and Albany has shown an area of
very good timber country and so on ; and
it is very satisfactory to know that that
land exists in one of the most genial parts
of the colony. I have considered the
amendment moved by Mr. Haynes and I
am in accord with it. The principle of
reappropriating money in the way su-
gested is bad. I am not one who would
tell the Government to actually stand
still. But it has been pointed out by
Mr. Hlaynes that the colony is indebted
to the amount of about twelve millions.
The Colonial Secretary says that these
figures are hardly correct, and that the
amunt is 91 millions, including the in-
debtedness caused, by the Great Southern
Rlailwvay. I ant not surprised at 'Mr.
Haynes being out about two million odd.
It is impossible to get at the real figures,
with which we are not supplied, and 1
doubt the correctness of the figures coin-
ing from the Government. When in-
quiries are made where it might
be expected the information would be
ob~tainable you cannot get it, and are
told that there is no data for it.
I doubt whether these figures are correct.
We ought not to resort to reappropriat-
ing public moneys as suggested in His
Exnellency's Speech. I understand there
will Ge a serious deficit in the receipts of
this colony. We shall know better when
we hear the budget speech for the year
ending June 30th. I sam heartily in
accord with the amendment proposed by
the Rion. R. S. Haynes, and seconded by
the Hon. H. G. Parsons. I take it that
that amendment has been tabled with the
best of motives in the interest of this
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colony, and also as a protest against undue
borrowing. It has been said by the
Colonial Secretary that this is not an
opportune time to add the proposed para-
graph to the Address-in-Reply, but that
we should wait until the works come
before us and challenge them then. [
say it is tar better to challenge them now,
and to record our opinion that we do not
consider it advisable that any further bor-
rowing should be undertaken while the
colony is in its present position, and that
the principle of reappropriating, moneys
is to be condemned. It is proposed to
take these moneys from loans that have
been raised in the English market for a
specific purpose, and which we a bound
in honour to spelld for the purpose speci-
fled. I do not say that these moneys
wvill not be spent for that purpose, but, in
order to recoup the money thus reappro-
priated and spent on other works, we
shall have to rely on another loan, and,
in the state of our finances, there seems
to be a difficulty in floating loans at the
presept time. Recently we had to go to
the A.M.P. Society for halt a million.
This is not altogether satisfactory. We
are pretty well bound to ask for a *fresh
loan if we spend the money we have bar
rowed for some other purpose than that
for which it Was obtalined. I enter a
protest against this continued borrowing,
and shall support the amendment.

HoN. W. T. LOTON (Central): As the
junior member of this House, I do not
propose to say a very great deal on this
occasion. Before addressing the few re-
marks I intend to make, I desire to join
with those hion. members who have
aliready tendered their congratulations
to the leader of the House. I believe
that the hion. the Colonial Secretary has
the respect of everybody in this House.
At this early stage of the proceedings I
may say that the position I intend to take
tip in this House is that of an indepen-
dent member. I do not propose to be a
sup~porter of the Government, neither do
I intend to be an Oppositionist. I intend
so far as my Judgmient, knowledge, and
ability go, to use that judgment, know-
ledge, and ability in the direction of sound
icaislation. I shall he prepared to sup-
port such legislation whether it emanates
from the Government or from lion. mein-
hers who may feel themselves inclined on

all occasions-if there are any such-to

go against the Government. I desire
that this colony and the people that re-
side in it shall advance, not only finan-
cially, but in all the highest interests in
which it is possible for them to advance,
and I hope we shall all do our utmost to

tfurther legislation in that direction. His
Excellenco's Speech has been criticised by'
somse lion. members as too long. There
is no doubt it contains a resumng of a lot
of works that have been carried out dun,-
ing the past year, and some of the infor-
mation contained in the Speech-having
beun out of political life for a short time-
is new to me. personally, I think it is
well that we should have brouaght before
us on occasions of this kind-at the
opening of sessions-an account of the
progress that has been made, or that has
been attempted to be made, by the Gov-
erment in the various directions in
which they have been authorised to pro-
ceed during the previous session.. The
subject of federation has been touched
upon by several lion. mem~bers, and
strong opinions have been expressed both
for and against it. I hardly think it is
necessary to allude to the question on the
present occasion, inasmuch as the mother
colony has vetoed any federation taking
lplace for some time to come. My views
oil the question aire perhals to a certain
extent known. I think, however, it is
rortisnate-very fortunate-for this col-
ony that New South Wales has voted
against federation. It has saved us at
ccrinsiderahle nauount of trouble and agita-
tion, and I do not know what the result
would have been if the electors had been
called upon to vote on the question. It
would have been a. very serious matter for
all of us-

Hoyv. 11. G. URGE,,: Too serious.
Hoy. W. T. LOTON: I do not think

that federation, even at the prtesent time.
would kill every industry except thle g'A~d
industry, as has been alleged, but I do
think we arc not prepared for federation
just yet. I have said it before, sin I
MUV it again, that 'ye cannot afford federa-
tion ait present Our financial p~osition
wvould be affccted very consider-ably
through the tariff. We should not ob-_
tain, under the Commonwealth Bill, any-
thing- like the amount that is collected
through the customs from our interoolo-
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nial trade at the present time, but we
should be hit in another direction. We
have a very large free list, and anyone
who has considered the question of federo-
tion, and the policy Chat is likely to
follow on federation, will know that it
will result as a matter of course in free
trade between the colonies, and a protec-
tive tariff against the outside world.
Where should we come in with our free
imports of machinery for the goldfields
and for the agricultural districts? They
would nll be taxed. We are nat prepared
to mianufactuire this machlinery, and we
are not prepared to pay the extra price
for the colonial products. I do not pro-
pose to go any further into, the question
of federation, except to say this: I be-
lieve it is welt that the question has been.
staved off for a time, even for the other
colonies. I do not think Australia. is in
such an advanced position as to be able
to federate and to rely to a very great
extent on her own resources and manu-
factures. What are we after aill A
population under five millions, less even
than the population of the City of Lon-
don; and to talk of putting a protective
tariff on goods manufactured by the out-
side world is altogether directly against
our own interests. We want to grow a.
little stronger yet, and in a few years i
believe all the colonies will have advanced
sufficiently to be able to join in federa-
tion. The policy of New South Wales is
practically free trade. No doubt the peo-
ple in that colony have seen-and this, I
believe, is one of the great reasons not
only why the requisite number cif votes
was not polled in that colony, but also
why so large a number of people polled
against federation-that in voting for
federation they would be voting to pay
very high duties through the Customs,
and that, under federation, they would
have to bear a much heavier burden of
taxation than they do at present. That
has been one of the great factors in the
vote which took place in New South
Wales on this question. I notice
with very great satisfaction that,
although we are the smallest colony
in population and the largest in area,
and the youngest from a gold-producing
point of view, we head the gold statistics
of the colonies. That is a very proud
position to attain. The gold industry

has been a great factor in the advance-
wrent of Western Australia. But we
cannot very wvell do too much to encouir-
age this gold-producing industry, and in
connection with it all tlit other industries.
it gives us a market on our own shores,
thtg best market we can have, because it
is the market of the least expense to
the producers. Our auriferous countrY
is so situated that gold is about the only
thing that is produced there. Every-
thing, that human life needs for its sus-
teniance and support has to be supplied
fromi the coast lands; therefore we can
see that the larger the population on the
coast lands the better for the colony.
Everyone must rejoice at the splendid
advance 'ye are making in this direction.
I notice it is proposed to deal with the
tariff during the present session. I do
not prlopose to go into this question at
the present time either in detail or in
ainy other way, becaus~e we shall have n
opportunity itt somte future time of re-
viewing what is done inl another place,
aend although we shall be unable to
make any amendments to the Tariff

Bill, there are other ways by which we
can always bring our influence and know-
ledge to bear on it so as to produce some
effect.

Hon. R. S. HANns : We can make
suggestions.

Hobs. W. T. LOTON : I knox we can
suggest, but not amend.

A MEMBER: It is the same.
lbs. W. T. LOTON: Oh no, it is not

the same, as the hon. Member wvould
have found out if he had heard the
question discussed at the Convention,
and he could have found even here that
suggtion does not mean amendment.
If there were any real, honest and deter-
muined desire on the part of the states-
men of the other colonies to forward
federation and to, forward reciprocity
with the old country, one of the steps in
this direction would be a unification of
the tariff in Australia between the colo-
nies themselves. The difficulty is
finance. That is what debars us from
federating. If there were a uniform
tariff between the colonies, each paying
the same duty on the same class of
goods, it would give a basis for forming
a system of free trade between the colo-
nlie, whereas under the present system



94 Addregis-in-Rerly::CUOL] TiddyfDet.

it is almost impossible even. for the best
statisticians to form an estimate as to
what the result of such a policy would
be. When federation is brought about
1 hope it will be a complete federation
of aill the Australian colonies, and not a
federation in which only three or four
colonies will take part. A part of the
Government policy mentioned in H~is Ex-
cellency's Speech is reciprocity with the
mother country; but if we are to ha~ve
reciprocity with England alone, what
about our American cousins and the
goods. we get from the United States?
Are we groing to attempt to block our
trade with America?

lloN. R. S. HEAYr1:s,: Do they block
ours?

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Such a course
would at once cause retaliation. Vhere is
no doubt about that. Australia. is a big
country with noble ideas, but with. a, very
smanll population, and we cannot do much
without the sinews of war, and to obtain
those sinews we have to go somewhere
else. A great deal has been said about
the railways, but I think the matter may
stand until we, get a little further details
with reference to the railways. it is pro-
posed to construct. ]3qt I would like to
point out that the construction of the line
from Menzies to Mount. Leonora, a, dis-
tamce of 70 miles, will mean a total dis-
tance of 550 miles fromt Fremantle. I am
not surprised to hear bon. members op-
posed to what is termed to some extent
the centralisation, of the system of rail-
ways. The leader of the Rouse has told
us that we imy fight against centralisa-
tion, but that. we must have it. In the
not very distant future I expect that our
railway system will be ext ended from the
North along the auriferous line of coun-
try; but it seems to me that it would be
very advisable to extend that system in
such a nihnner as to tap the auri-
ferous country from portions of the
sea-coast where there are settlements
of producers; and if you could do
this, and at the same time cover
at shorter distance than by extending the
system in the other direction, so much the
better. At any rate, the suggestion is
one that deserves careful consideration.
Take, for instance, the railway already con-
structed fromn Geraldton to Mount Magnet
-a distance of 200 miles. It is 200

miles more from there to Lawlers, and it
will be another 90 miles to where it is
proposed to extend the line. It would,
therefore, mean the construction of 290
miles of railway from Mfount M11agnet,
making Ceraldton the port of that place,
instead of bringing the traffic to Perth and
Fremoantle. The former policy means the
construction of 290 miles of railway, while
the latter would only mean the conaRtnic-
tion of an extra, 70 miles on the present
line. But there is this to be
Paid, and the matter requires very
careful consideration indeed: rbe p~eople
on the fields have to get their sup-
pilies front the coast, and the carriage of
the goods forms; the main traffic on the
lines, exclusive of passenger traffic. The
return traffic, leaving the passengers out
of consideration, is a mere bagratelle.
Therefore if these north-eiatern. fields can
have the goods3 supplied to them over a.
railwa-Y 100 miles shor-ter in distance,
surely they have a right to be considered.
Then there are the settlers. in the Central
Province, from the Victoria Plains, which
is tapped by a railway, on to, the Upper
Irwin, which carries a settled population
at. the present time, and along the Mid-
land Railwvay. There is an imimense area
of good country there ready and waitingr
to be tapped by a, railway, which would
enable it to carry a large population. How
are people who live in those districts
situated with regard to a market for their
produce? The leader of the Government
will tell us that they must send their pro-
duce from Northampton. It means that
people will have to Rend their products by
railway from the far N'orth 3,50 milesdowp
to Guildford, and then .500 miles more to
Kalgoorlie and Leaonora.. whereas if the
railway were continued from Mount Mag-
net to Lamwlers a great benefit would be
conferred on. the people living in that im-
portant part of the country, and the mar-
ket wrould be brought nearer to them in-
stead of being made further away. Then
there is another point. We have been
told time after time--and some people
stwallow the assertion-that, once you
have got your goods into, the railway
trucks and have had them conveyed two
or three hundred miles, it does not, cost
much to carry them a hundred miles
further. I never can understand how it
is possible for a railway to carry goods
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400 miles at a cheaper rate than 300
miles, and it cannot be done. That is not
the sort of tariff to make a railway pay.
It is a, tariff for convenience and to en-
courage settlement ats far as possible ; but
I ask the Coinmissionertof Railways or the
leader of the Government to show that,
after being carried 200 miles on a ratilwaty,
goods can be carried at a cheaper rate.
it is an impossibility. The wear and tear
are the same. The handling hos to be
done in either ease, but the cost for each
hundred miles of railway is precisely the
same. You may reduce the rate if youi
like, but if you carry the reasoning out to
its logical conclusion you wnill end by
carrying the goods for nothing.

AN HON. MEMBER: The cost of car-
riage for the last hundred miiles is
geater in this country owing to the

want of water.
Hox. W. T. LOTON: There is an imt-

mense amount of wear and tear on the
main trunk of railway. The grades are
nn too good. They are 1 in 45. At
any rate a small portion of the line is
as steep as that. It is unfortunate that
the engineer did not insist on the
grade being 1 in 60. It is also proposed
to construct a line from CoolgaRrdie to
Norseman. I am not for the moment
saying whether I am in favour of con-
structing this line or not. It is a little
prematuire to express an opinion. I have
hal a little experience in another place,
and I propose to keep myself open to
say yes or no in regard to the railway at
the proper time. I am only expressing
general views now. If there is nothing
in what I say, I amn sorry to have occu-
pied the time of hon. members so
long. I ain glad the Colonial Secretary
lsA placed before uts w'hat I suppose I
may call reliable statistics in regard to
the indebtedness. Mr. Haynes in his
speech was a little astray in his figures.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: The figures were
correct, but they are improperly com-
piled.

Hox. W. T1. LOTON: The hon, em
her "'as a little astray- No member
should represent the country in a worse
cordition than it really is. Our de-
sire should be to show the true position,
and I submit the hion. member's figures
were Wrong. I g'enerally hare a, very
fair idea of what the debts and the loans

*of the colony are. The total amount
of the loans authorised, including
£1,100,000 for the Great Southern
Railway, is under twelve millions.

Hox. F. M. STONE: What are you
quoting from?

R1oy. W. TJ. LOTON: I am quoting
from my meniory, if you like. I have
a book here, but it does not give the
correct figures.

Hox. IR. S. HAYNES: The figures are
.812,108,000, according to the Premier.

Hox. Wi. T. LOTON: I did not know
that the Premnier had given the figures.

HoIx. RA. S. BAYNEs: I took my figures
from the Premier's :speech.

Hox,. WI. T. LOTON: The lion. inein-
lber will find I nut right. The amount of
the authorised loans is, altogether,
£11,500,000.

Hox. F. T. CROWnER: The Colonial
Stecretary puts it down at 9j millions.

fox. W. T. LOTON: Very weln, we
will not cavil at that. I do not
know whether in that is included the
Z500,000 guaranteed on the Midland
Railway. It is a. liability, Of course, but
ive have a good security, and it must lbe
included in the amount of the liability.

THE Cowyw.L SECRETARY: NO; it is
not.

HoN. Ri. S. HAYNES: We can never
tell where we are.

BoxN. W. T. LOTON: The position
that the Colonial Secretary put before
its is that wye have already borrowed 9j
millions. I regret to hea~r that. I was
tinder the impression that we had not
borrowed quite so much. Of course it
has not all been raised, but it has been
borrowed. I think that only about one
million of thie lest loan authorised has
been raised, and the other money has
been borrowed in another way.

RoN. A. B. KimoTx: Still, we get the
money.

H oN. W. T. ]2OTON: But still the
loan will have to be raised.

HONx. F. T. CROWDER: That's the
trouble.

Box. W. T.1 LOTON: Of the last loan
of six millions authorised, £2,600,000
wris for the Cooleardie water wvorks.
Having borrowed 91 millions it seems
to me we have had' all the money
with the exception of the money voted
for the water scheme, and that is the
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actual aniutnt which will have to be
raised. This will absorb thle wholeI
amiount or the authorised loan, so that
ii any mnoney is reappropriated it mustI
be nioacy nuthorised to ho harrowed I
for the water sichemne. I do not intend
to go into the question as to whetherI
that scheme is a good one or not. We
were told at thle time that loan was
asked for that the water scheme
wtuld be completed within three years.
But two years have gone by, and very
little has been done. I am entirely with
Mr. 1R. S. Raynes in the principle
enunciated in his amendment, but at thle
same time I do not think there is any
necessity or desirability to pass such an
amendment.

flax. 1R. S. HAYNES: Why not?
Hox. WV. T. LOTON: Well, it means

rhuit the House is coining to a decision be-
fort. we have had any details or real
facts put before us on which to form an
opinion. I am entirely in accord with
Mr. Haynes in his opposition to the re-
aplpropriation of money voted for certain
works.

RON. Il. S. HAYNEM.: flat is all my
amiendment says.

Elmi. W. T. LOTON: No; the amiend-
ment goes further. If the Government
have satisfied themselves that the exten-
sian of the railways is absolutely neces-
sary. and request that the lines should be
constructed, why in the name of good-
ness do the Governent not deter-
miine to bring in another Loan Bill?
When this House passes the amend-
inent we say, in effect, we are in favour
of another loan of half a million of
money. What are we doing in saying
that? We are pledging those who will
come after us. According to thefigures
put before us we find that 91 mnillions
have been borrowed, and that only 2&,
maillions remain to be borrowed. All
the latter will be absorbed in the Cool-
gas-die water schema, and if that scheme
is to be gone on with and completed in
three years it means that the money, or
a large portion of it, will be required
within the next twelve or eighteen
months. Consequently, if these works
are to be commenced and perpetuated
another loatn w ill have, to, be raised.
Again I ask, why do not the Govern-
mnent say they are in favour of another

loan of f;500,000 and submit a Loan
BiU I

Ho-:,. R. S. H~vyxus: The Government
rav they do not want thle money, and that
the' wvill not borrow.

Hiox. W. T. LOTON: I am entirely op-
posed to the reappropriation of loan
moneys in the way proposed. It must
be patent to every hon. member that if
these works are carried out the Govern-
nMent, or whatever Government it may be,
either at the end of next session, or more
likely at the end of this, will have to come
forward with a Loan Bill. I am not ex-
pressing an opinion whether the railways
should be constructed, because another
opportunity will be afforded when thle
Bills are before the House. All1 I say now
is that I ani distinctly and clearly op-
jposed to the. reappropriattion of money,
and an expression of opinion to that effect
will have the same result as carrying the
amendment.

1e0.% R. S. RArsas: Saying so will not.
Ho-y. WV. T. LOTON: What effect will

the amendment have?
Royq. R. S. FLAmESv: It will be a de-

claration of our opinion.
Rozv. W. T. LOTON: The opinion can-

.not he expressed more plainly than I
have expressed it. If I say 1 am in
favour of those railways being con-
structed I must at the same time say I
am in favour of money being burrowed
to construct them, instead of reappro-
priating money raised for other pur-
poses.

Roy. R1. S. HAYNES: That is all the
amendment means.

HoN,. W. T. LOTON: I do not think
it is requisite to go into any other points
in the Governor's Speech, and I must
apologise to the Rouse for taking up so
much of the time of hon. members.

R1oy. A. B. KTDSON moved the ad-
journment of the debate until the next
sitting.

Put and passed

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9.50 o'clock

until the next day.
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